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INTRODUCTION

curt Gowdy sfate Park is locaterl in southeastern wyorning in the foothills ofthe Laranie }buntains' Co putr. i* 
"".irvlcc"s.sib1e ficrn Greyenne, 26 rnllesto r-he easr, and raranie, iz"ir"J"rJ"u-,.'#!.. vrap i i.,ai""t", the park,sjffi "51:1,ff$rll'. f#Xl: 

iv 
-L 

"ir'"' ;;;;[i." u,d',;";;;;;" areas in wyoming

The park includes Granite springg Reservoir, clystal Lake Reservoir, Irynds l-odgeand the newlv acquired s""ii-on iz. TLt; !.iir rinr 
"rer'i.'io+s acres, and rheEotal water area-is 285 acres. Because oi-u-*t"r shortage-in *re early 1900,s,the citv of Greyenn" u"iLi"nrth a;F;i Iia*c*r,ire dans Eo suppry the city wirhdri'Jci'g r'a'ter' c'rt cowJy-it"t" i'ark was 

"rr"bli"r,"Jin-ig7t tnrougr, a leaseagreenent with the ciry of"ctreyenne and the Boy scout" or a*uri"a. Recreationfaciliries witirin the pa;k ilundarier ;r;;*ged by rrre wyonring Recreation com*rnlssion under an qgr-eqrent with,ch..-ciuy-.??eyenne. Ibre information on thepark operation and"ttre i""toit vdrich i#r"""* water levels are presented in sec-tion V"

obirer than curt Goody state Parf ,,!h9 on-ly r,€ter based recreation area nea:: chey-enne is lbrth crow Reservoir. eaaitionai"elr"atior, turorri"*" i. the region are
i}|"Kfli:ffirt|Xrftional-Fot".t, Glendo *J-qr.tn*uy-ii"t.-irrr." and Rocky 1rrr"*r-

Visitation to curt Slate Park has increased g!9$i1y in response to the ra-pid population growEh ti iri"-rtare. visir"iir"-i" i;8i;""ila 0t,012 and is pro-jected to increase- to 97,20s iv 1990. Mr;;l#;"*;i;r";;;Iiro ,ri"i."rior,*i"'pr"-sented in Section vl. 'vre lrr

Ihe development of recreaLion facilities within the park has not kept pace withgrowth in visitation' A shoitage of faciii;i;; arready exisrs, and i,rill beccrnelnorse if new facilities are .tot"au,r.l;Fa-;;-J"trr"-ir*'n}iiJ"aernands of adcririonaluser.s.

The planning proce'ss (Figure 1) provided for bhe organ-lzed preparation of the furt(bwdy state Park plan' Yttis piu" o*" aeveloped- to provide ior^ the needs of exist-ing and tuture viiitors *.J-t5-"rit""ir"i#"{,Ihi.il" r.i ,*-,i"r, qrr. Gowdy srarePark was established. rt p.;;d"""T.t".r,r.*aJi!ropd;r-"i ,a'jitional recrearionalraciliries and rhe imp1ile;;;;i"" oi-;d;1u;i;;"-g."iJ".J lJ*frrorc"r rhe park,snatural resources and recretiior,rr 
"gi#;:- C;311y imporranr is the overall de-

;i}ltrT,:13h5:",|'t"ffI:I ffi$r;^ff"ii"'liz" 
"A dL;;iGJ diescriprion .f the

connents received 9y"itp the publi:.*:tirrF held in Greyenne also provirjed val-
ffi|li.#tf'#"J: ;f;f";ilC;;t or ir'"ffi,,l-'m."n 

"ffim*-are s.om*rized in

The plan vm's developed due to the recent acquisition of section 17. The acguisi-tion of this orop:riv nr,av chang;1il;;i#t# pa*erns. rherefore, updaring;,ir'i: n:::ff#:Jff;;ffi.rff;J;il;i#Tt Ti. devel opnenr obj e c rives'^ and pian

r:
i

.

i

I

1_



Figure t

Planning Frocess

1 Stert

2 Rrglonr! Gontoxt
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SIMMA}1Y OF' REGIONAL INVENIORY

I{nowledge of tire regicnus danogr:aph1r, travel patterns and recreational oppor-
turLitiei will assisE i.n rlre irlanning of dre vari,:u,s develo;xrrents to be -proposedat Cr:rt Gowdy Stale Park" The population, traffic patterns and type of recrea-
tional opporhrnicies located irr the negion are extrenely diverse and have a
strong effect on Curt Gowdy park visitation anrl use patterns.

The nnjority of visitors g<; to Chre pa.rk in orde-r: to shore fish, relax or picnic.
lhere ire a"broad variety of i:ecreational opportunities available at the rnany

local, state and national parlcs and foresl-s located drrouglrout the region"

E:cfsting travel routes to the pa'rk are sufficient to serve the park's future
needs d[ring sr-xl]rner use peri:ds. l{rcwever o if developn'nents are- prgPgsed i,irich
will increale visitor usb during the wintere access to the park will beccnre a
problan that will need to be resolved"

The rapid populaiion growth projected for the area wil-l also affect visitation
to the park. frre incieased use of the -park will pose serious problsns for the
development and operation cf the park.

Regional Recreation Opportunities

Ttre region surrourrdirg Curt GcvaJy SLate Park conlains a wide variety-of Eth Lff-
ban and rr:raL recreationa-l- opporh:nities. A broad range of urban oriented rec-
reational opportunities are available in laranie and Oreyenne. Both cities have
extensive nmni-ci-pal park systans, with playgroundsn Lenni.s courts, softball fields
and other ameniries"- Canping, picni-cking and fishing are arzailabLe in the nearby
Medicine Bcw National Fcr-est-as ireli as at Glendo and G:ernsey State Parks. O-1t-

door recreati-on opporn,rnities are also available at Rocky }4tuntain National- Park
vftich is easil.y abcessible to the irnjority of O.rrt- Goody State Park users"

The Pole l&runtain District of fhe lbdicine Bow l*ltional Forest is the closest rec-
reation area vrtrich conpetes with the par:k for visitors" The Pole b4:untain Dis-
trict provides three picnic grounds antl four campgrounds al1 of vfoich are within
ea*y ric*ss of the park. There are also excellent hiking, climbing"and fishing
oppbrtr:nities avaitbnte. &rri-ng the vrinter rrsrnths, the Forest Service provides
a-iari.ety of recreational opp;rtunities, the rmsl- popular of v'irich is ski touring.

The Snowy llange pcrtion af fhe l€dicine F}ow.i$ational- Forest offers recreational
opportunit.ies-si$ilar to rire Pole l4runtain District, but j-c also contains the
Savage Rrln i,Jilderness Area.

Glendo arrd G:ernsey State Parks are b*tli l-r:cated v'rithin easy access to the nnjor-
ity cf the pa-rk Llsers" The L:vto parks are 'vater-based uryd pfgvide excellent oppor-
tuhities foi" iake fishing, vuateirskrS-ttg, pcwerboating and sailing as r',el-l as pic-
rriclcing arrd canping " 

'Lce fishing is al"so -pcpular at Glendo dr-rring the wi-nter 
"

Rocky l4xl:tain lfati,onal Park offe::s a variety
itive and developed canpgrour-rJs are available
of trails and other facilities 'ni:ri1e a resr;rt
access to tire park. The pa::k is pcpulax or\ a
frequent overcrowding "

of recreation opportr-rnities. Prirn-
inside tl"re park along with a series
ccrnmurri-ty is located wirhin easy
national level and suffers from

3
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Access

The only direct access to CurL Govdy State Park is the Happy Jack Road (State
ffii6r"y 210). this t-r,ar-1ane paved road extends frcm Orey_enne to the entrance
of fftu lbdicine Bow }hLional i'orest. The road is npde of gravel as it winds
througfr the forest rrntil it joins Interstate 25 at the ltappy Jack exiL. Alter-
nativE routes are gravel roals througfr lbdicine.Bow Mtional Forest rdrich are
reached frcrn InteriCate 25 at the Buford and Vedar-nroo exits.

The only road vhich is cleared during winter, nxnths is the ltappy Jack Road

frcrn Chlyenne to the entrance of the national forest. this prevents rnany

people frcEn visiting the park during the winter season.

Existing routes to the park are not adequately inarked. First Cime visitors to
the parf are confronLed with difficultie.s in finding the.site unless they-have
been provided with direction. Ifuch of the oristing signing doeg lot proYld-e-

adequate direction to the park nor describe recreation opportunities available
at the park.

Regional Derrcgraphics

The 1981 visitor use figgres for Curt Govdy State Park indicate tJre rnajority
of lr$oming residents viiiting the park are frcrn Larannie and Albany_cotrnLies.
Of dre relident users, 90.87"-are frcrn Larmrie County and 4.87 are frcm Albany
Courty.

Wynrning residents accotrnt for 8l .37" of the total visitation at Grrt Goody St-a!e-
pirk. "The only other state with a noticeable use of the park is Colorado, vilrich
contribn:tes 5.57 of the total visitation to the park.

TABLE 1

Population Tkends and Projections

'l-

'

r--
i

:

I'
.

1970 Pop. Z Increase 1980 Pop.1 Z Increase 1990 Pop.1 2 2

,.1

I
.l

Laranie City
Albany County
0reyenne City
larauie County
Wyorning
C-otorado

23,743
26,427
4I,254
56,366

332,415
2,2A7,259

24,4r0
29,062
47,283
68,549

469,557
2,988,834

N/A
34,876
N/A

87,24r
631, 881

N/A

5
0
6
B

3
9

5
10
T4
27
4I
30

N/A
17.4
N/A

27.r
34.6
N/A

lfi*.ou" obtained frorn Deparblent of Conarerce Census Bureau.tiifiut"t obtained fron Stite of hlyoming, DAFC, Division of Research and Statistics.

Areas contributing the irajority of use at Curt Govdy State fark a1e. algo_expected
to receive large bpulari6n intreases by 1990. The populations of'both Laranie and

Albany countiel are^ projected to increabe at a rate greater than the national aver-

^g,u 
ok slightly more thin the 9Z projeeted by the U.S. Bureau of Census" Although

piojectioni t*t. unavailable for -Colorado, it appears- their growth w'il1 also ex-
beei the national average. The increased growbh in these areas should contribute
to increased visiration at Curt Gowdy State Park.

5





s
I

l

t

I

.J

--
cJ





ST}MRY OF PHYSICAL RESOURCE

Ihe physical resources of Grrt Gowly- State far\ Fesent scrne oppornrni-Eies for
and lirnitations io aevelopnent. 

-S"'ift, althougfr'fertile, aTe shallolo and un-

"t*Ui. 
in nnny areas. Conseqr:ently, most developnent activities will reqr:ire

stabilization neasures to insure eiosion does not occur. Ifuch of the park is
;h;;i;;ized by siuep slopes. Inhile ldding ro-rhe vis,al characrer of the

area, slopes i" o"."! r! iOl poru 
""rious 

tevelopment limitations and $e prob-

ably best suitedJo-"o"-i*"iit'ry-J"p";d."t io* bf t""tuttional use" vegeta-

Cion distrih:tion-""a-pt.""i1inA wiha pattef?s-are also xfpoTEant considerations

"il,,;; tiili"g f* tutui- aevetofinenr. Facilities should be located so thev are

p;;d;;t frAt pi"""iri"g;IihF"terly winds, making 8oo,g us9 of ocisting wind-

t;;rk;-or by *'i"g';eaili.""1 planting"s r1tr*g possible. Developnent r,rdthin the

oark fir"lst not. detract frcrn the overalT vizual betting. Scenic corridors and

vi-stas should also be Protected.

perhaps the nnst important physical resource consideration at Curt Cotnly State
park is rhe nninr#;;;;i itigr-t r*lui-q,raiiry in c'tanite and crystal Reservoirs-
These reservoir"-"o""tit'"te 6.e public'tuater-supply for.the.gity of dleyenne"

The entire part<, ill;ai"g sectibn 17, 1i." witirin the in'nediate !,atershed of
these trrc reser".i;;-;;a E"y-zur,rre developnent activity within the park has a
poi-ntiaf impact on the r,atLr q:ality of the reservoirs.

Climate

The climate of Cr:rt cowdy State Park can be described as serni-arid with annual

orecipitatio., ransitte fth 13 to 16 inches' Surmer precipitation is in the form

5;:;fi;;r rt*' "H-;:";;i;";i cloudburst. winter snowfall averases 54 inches an-

nnally. ranperatur."-"riy *iq.fy froftt -_27 degrees Fahrenlreit in winter to 98 de-

;;;;'f"fri"ni.,uir in sunner. DecLniber, Jarn:ar! and Febluary a\e the coldest npnths

with an averag"-a"iiy trigrtitow of 40/17 degrees- Fahrenheit. The warmest rrxrnths are

il;;, 3u1y ""8 
a"g*t riEri an averase dail! hfuh/low af 80/52 d$:_:::,I*t.*::t'

nr;-i""giil of the"frost-free seasonlavefa'es 130 days a year: - Prevailing wincls

are frcrn the northr,,est and are ieiativelfsmong, averagin-g 15 miles per hour in
iftu *i.ttur nnnths and 12 miles per hour in the surIIIEr rnonths '

Ttre clinratic factor vi"rich has the greatest influence on recreation at G:rt Gor'dy

State park is rrind, The reservoir"affords 1itt1,e-prot-ection frqn the strong pre*

vailing winds, "*ti"g^i; aiiii;ri t" la.nch and lbad boats. This is particularly
true at Granite Reseivoir o*tere Uoating activity is high. -In addition, luturq de-

velocrnent at the park must consider loEa1 wind fatterns and arroid natural. wind tun-
;i""%;;.-"R;& 5"iircppi"e-pr"r-it"es and othi:r shelter break.planrings can ef-
iucti".ry be used to r.hl"."rind velocity and should be utilized drere appropriate.

Solar orientation at Curt Gor;n1y State Park is another cli.matic factor vhich has

irdli";;i;; i;; tuint. aun lofxnent. There are an ?ver.age of 233 days of -sun-

"f-tl"" 
anmrally. The sun reachls its higfrest point in thg q19' o. .-hrne 22 (sum-

mer solstice) ar r 7:;-".S1e uirile fallfng to an _ang19- o! 29" on Decernbex 22

Irilt"t solstice): Th. *t[,ntt of shade at the p-ark will be less d*11..,g.the sum-

ner rnnths <lue t"-tft -ttigh 
angle of the sun. This fact, coupled with the poten-

Ed-I; hi,11 daily ronpEraruies during the sunner indicates addi-tional shade

nay be desirable.

l-'

i,-

t.-
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Since data rrere not avaitable specifically for Curt Govdy State Park, data
on Cheyenne climatic conditions were used. Precipitation and tonperature
data vere furnished by rhe ldational l,rbather Service. Ccrnpensation for tsn-'
peraLrrre difference.s w3re acconplished by zubtracting 3 degrees frcrn CLreyenne
averages because Curt Gowdy State Park is apprbxknately one thousand feet high-
er in elevation. Wind patterns lere supplie.d by the park superintendent,.and
annual snow depchs i,ere obtained frcrn the Universlry of t$oming Afrnospheric
Sciences Deparlnent.

Soils

Soil types within Curt Govdy State Park are generally characterized by shallow
depth to bedrock and range frcm sandy to clayey in structure. Srallow to very
shallow soils provide adequate bases for nnny facilities such as picnic'area$
and playgrounds, but present an obvious li-nritation for dre developnent of hrilcl-
ings and struchlres requiring fotrndations. A soil survey was conducted (see Table
2)-vdrich shoved the rnajority of soils in the park contain a high concentration of
sand. The nrsr productive soil type in the park is silty 1oarn, vilrich is found
along the southein shore of Granite Reservoir. The high anounts of organic mat-
ter in the soil south of GYanite could support any native vegetaLion types. The
sandy and silty loan soils fourrd near the shorelines are capable of supporting
revegetation efforts. D:e to the shallow depth and sandy nature of the soils,
any activity on the park, particularly the use of off road vehicles, will adversely
affect groundcover.

NOIE: A more detailed soil analysis nny be necessary for areas requriring nnre
TlnEffisi.re developnrenr .

Area Soil
TexEure

Organic
lbtter
I@)

TABLE 2

Soil Analysis

Available
Phosphonrs

Soluble
Salts

(c)

pH
(B)

Special Analysis
Lime ' Nitrate-

Nitrogen

Sect.ion 17 Sandy

Ncrrth Shore
Granite
Reservoir Sandy

Silty
Ioan

Sandy

3.7

r.2

5.6

L.5

13.6 6.9 0.4 Ncne o,

4.2 7.0 0.3 ldrne 2.7

8.0 6.5 0.6 lbne 26.2

5.9 6.9 0.2 None 1.8

South Shore
Granite
Reservoir

Cr;rsta1
Reservoir

NO|ES:
(A) - 2.0 is no'nnal (native) range.
(ts) - Good pH range (6.5-7.0).
(C) - Good drainage overall - no salt problens.
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Geology

C\rrt Gowdy State Park is set in the foothills of the southeastern edge of the

Lar*-nte l,bunrains"--Al;ng-trtis sJlTi;;-#-t;"a -tnu 
GYeat Plairs first meet the

Rocky }4rur:Lains. The faianie I'4di;i*, I cgntinuation of the Colorado F?ont

Range, tnve been gradually t"A""ud-ttio"gft time and erosion to low relief' Older

pre-Carnbrian crysE"ifirru ito"t .u"".ii"iii make up the core.of these n"puntains'

Rock outcrops of Seernnn Granite i.pi*"ght * *q*est n'njor Pre-Carnbrian unit
in the laranie R.ange, and repreu.ttt" an important viEual resource' f'es!|nB- along

the eastern front of rtre laranie lacuntain's is a narro\^l r(Illnant of rhe flatlying
sedimentary roct<s oi tfre later Terlitt. period. thu"u terti-ary-rocks (essentially

sandstones, conglcrnerates and siltsmnl) rest on top of rocks iif *re }bsozoic and

pareozoic Ages (sands ancl grrvetii.--g"tbeanite Reservoir and crystal Reservoir

are sedimenfary rock basins caused by erosicrn'

TopographY

Cirrt Govdy State Park occupies rougfr]1 |l:O acres and segnents of seven sections'

Ttre land varies in elevation ficrn 7rciO feet in the lW coitter of Section 17 to 6969

feet at the spillway for crystal Reservoir, ot the NE cclrner of section 26' The

land,s character includes 1ow-1yi"g-;iatt"' gently rolling hills and precipitous

rirpu" dotted with steep granite rnassifs'

Generally, slopes greater than 102 present scrne limitation to developmrent' Such

sl.opes are often-cfiaiacterL'ze.d UV'""h"mUle soils and are more susceotible to ero-

sion rhan npre gently sloping qi'.ril"T;;;";;;.rv-oo1 9i the park land is of I07'

;il;" ;; fess aiJ--ir'""ii'tUlE for scme 
-dbvelopnent activity'

VegeEation

Vegetation types at Cr,rrt Gowdy State Park include gfasses' forbso shrubs and trees'

Wirhin each of ;l*;" vegetation typ."- exists a wid6 diversity 9f pl-a1t species'

Table 3 include" ""riri?"g-oi 
*crn6'of the rrDre ccffrrrnn specieb found i-n the park'

c,errerally, the park is characLerLzedby Ponderosa Pine trees and short-growing

erasses. Closer to the ruu"rrroii", ttt6t. is a1 increase in shr'b and forb species"

8ffiffi'rz"ii"Iy* nnsr heavily i"i""ied area within the park and has excellent rec-

reation Potential

The Park superintendenE is wrrkingJoTtll.wj;qh the city of .oreverure in controlling
the noxioris veed canada Thisrle:-:T.6* herbicide '""i"g G"a. is.nbt selective, there-

fore other vegetation ttiat ccmes into contact with iE rnay be destroyed'

VegetaLion within the-park hqlqs to detenni.ne the kind of recreational opportunities
available. nor*&ilp1;;-ila;h-"i*m-*y be rnoie suitable for camping and pienick-

;#;^rd;iiu *"iin"fT, f.ii* flying- anJ othLr n'nre active recreational pursuits ate

more appropriate in opgq-areas"" -U$";+iot uf"o detennines the nt-rnber, species and

ffi;"til; f-rabits ot vsitatife at the park'

,.-
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TABLE 3

Plant List

Curt Gowdy StaEe Park

Grasses

Shrubs

-c(xnlDn name

Basin Wildrye
Big BluesEern
tsluebunch l,rlheatgras s
Blue Grana
Botblebrush Squirr:eltail
Canby Bluegrass
CheaEgrass
CresEed l,treatgrass
Green Bristlegrass
Green Needlegrass
ltutta11 Alkaligrass
I4cuntain Brcne
Slender l,rJheatgrass
Western hheatgrass

Antelope Bitterbn:sh
Black Sagebrush
Bluebur Stickseed
Golden Current
Harefoot l-oco
Rubber Rabbitbrush
Saskatoon ServiceberrY
Sagevnrt Family

1. Ccrrnon Sagevort
2. Fringed Sageuiort
3. lousiana Sageiocrt
4. Tarragon Sagewort

cclfiIlon n&ne

Cocklebur
Goldenrod
Ccrnnon Ragureed
Corrnon Yarrow
Grn l,bed
Milkvetch Fanily

1. Field Milkvetch
2. $rort Mi-llctretch
3. Standing Mllkvetch

Plains Larkspr:r
Prickly-Pear
Short futtercup
Sulfur Floi,er
Tansey Mrstard
Thistle Farrj.ly

1. Canada thistle
2. Flo&nan Thistle
3. Russian thistle

l,ihite Snreetcover
Yellow Aster
Ye11ow $,eetcover

Cotton.rood
Juniper
Ponderosa Pine
Rocky }buntain l4aPle
Will-ow

Flcrbs

Trees

9
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Fish and Wildlife

Both Granj-Ee Reservoir and Crystal Reservoir are stocked with fish three times a
year. The. hpoming Gane and Fish Deparbngnt -stocks both reservoirs with ten thou-
band rainborir trouE (8") in April, again in l{ay, and finally in June. The gixty
thousand fish added to thesatvn-reiervoirs nnkes these the t:luc rnost heavill-.stocked
bodies of r,,at-er within the State of l,rlorning. Several hundred broodcalls (16" lo
20") are also put into these reservoirs over the sane period. Some perch exist in
Granite Reservoir, but it is not a stocked species.

$rpical wildlife species to be fourrd in the region of 'Curt Covdy State Park are
idbntified in fabll 4. Althougfi recent national trends have indigaled a_ strong
ancl consistent grob/th in non-conzumpLive recreational use of wildlife (photo8raPhY'
bird-l,ratching, 6tc.), cormunptive use of wildlife (fishing,^hunting) contirnres to
be the don:inlnt recreational'use of wildlife in and around Curt Covdy State Park'
The hunring of ,Jeer, elk, antelope, and birds has been and is exlpected !9 re13in
a lrajor reEreationai activity orlboth private and federal lands surrounding the
State Park.

r

I

lVpe Species

TAB]-E 4

Wildlife Species*

Curt Gorady State Par-k

Type Species

l4antrals Birds Jay
I,rlren
C?ow
Robin
.-l"rnco
Tov*ree
Finch
Thrasher
Sparrow
$nra1low

Shrew
Jack Rabbit
Squirrel
Raccoon
Porcr-rpine
Badger
Spotted Skunk
Beaver
l"{ouse
CIripnunlc
Fox
lfule Deer
I,ihite Tail Deer
Pronglrorn Antelope

Pintail D:ck
l4allard D:ck
Blue & Green Teal
Ilalvk
C,olden & Bald Eagle
Tbrkey \fulture
Falcon
Rock & Mourning Dove
Nighc llawk
King!ird
Inloodpecker
Orickadee
Mcr:nLain Bluebird
Blackbird

Tanager

I&gpie
Catbi-rd
I'badowlark
Warbler

g

iririildlife information \^8S obtained frcm the l,Soming Gane and Fish Department"
The wilcllife infonnation is not specific to Curt Gowdy State Park and pertains
to a larger area surrounding the park.
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Water: Qqarrtity

The natrrral water drainage into Granire SpriLrgs and Crystal Lake Reservoirs
amor$ts to 3,700 acre feet per year. An aaAilional 7,400 acre feet per yearin transported,ft*t-.|!qge I and_about-3,000 acre feet punped co Cheyenne-by
cicy.water vells. Middle Crow CYeek feeds into G?aniti: Sirings Res6rvoir and
the inflow into Crystal Lake is frorn Ehe South Fork of Uihdle"Crow C?eek and
frcrn Granite Spri4gs Reservoir.

The nnxirm-tn surface area of Granite Springs Reservoir is 188 acres r^rith a water
holding ceLpacity of 5,321 acre feet (approximarel;'90'). The mlninn-rn desired
surface area is 50 acres with a water holding capicity of 510 acre feet (approx-
imal-ely 45') . For Crystal lake Reservoir, the nraxin"mlr surface Ls 122 acre^s'with
a water holding capacity of 3,620 acre feet (approxiruately 66'). the rninimurn
surface area is 40 acres with a yatgr holding tapacity of 530 acre feet (approx-
lmately 45'). Water levels may be lovered belowminimum levels if vnter dqnand
dictates.

Yeryly vater 1evel fluctuation data have been obtained for both GYanite Springs
and Crystal T.ake Reservoirs. The average yearly flucruati-on (1961 to 197^6) f5r
Granite_Springg vas 19 feet per year and 13 feet per year for Crystal Lake.
These fluctuations are due to the variations in vnter- slrpply and the City of
Oreyenne's water dernand.

Plans to inspect and possibly rebuild Crystal Lake Reservoir's dan have been dis-
cr.ssed. A new dan nny increase the uater holding capacity as vrcll as inzure the
safety of the general public,

At Curt Covdy State Park there are six vnter r,ells, Fbur of bhese r,qells are pres-
errtly being used, vuhile the other ti^o aqe non-operational. Specific hydrologic
data for srch r,.e11 is outlined in Appendix D.

Water Qgality

The Wyoming Deparfrnent of Environnental Qgalicy (DEQ) is responsible for tfie
wat91 ryaliry iq Qranile Springs and Crystal Lake Reservoirs. the DEQ water
994ity g-tandal{ for these reservoirs is 200/100 ml. for fecal coliform (DEQ,
19BZ). The table below indicates \ater grality data collected frcrn both r.s"t-
voirs.

Iake

TABLE 5

Water Qqality Data

Date Fecal Coliform

Granite
Granite
Granite

Crystal
Crystal
Crystal

Springs
Springs
Springs

T-a.ke
l,ake
Lake

6/rL/8r
7 /r3/8r
7 /2r/81

6lrr/87
7 /r3/8r
7 /27/Br

0lr
r8/r
6/r

1/100 m1
26/100 nI
13/100 ml

00 ml
00 ml
00 ml

1l_



The r,,ater q:ality stanclard requrired by the DEQ is met in both reservoirs"
E;;" ;ild1' !n" ilrrt*r q:ality'in the reservoirs satisfied DfQ standards,
swinrning Is rrot allowed becar.rse of the possible negative effects on \^Eter
quality.

Vinral

Curt Gordy State Park offers a variety of scenic vistas frcra both off and on-

"il. ".ru" 
thougfr certain activilies ana nlanag.snent pracL,'.ces have detracted

frcxn the visual setting. A parti-cularly strfuing view.of the park is frcrn Sec-

tion 17 overlooki"g C;;it" utta Crystal Reservoiis. Views such as this should
be erhanced by profioseO developnenls a1 t].q park. Develc",pne.lt of carrpgrounds,

picnic areas,-rl"tiocr* arrd ro"adways should 
"consider tlre impact on the vizua1 re-

source.

Areas taving visual significance are important asseLs to the park' these areas

shoulcl be developed to"Lake rnalcimxn advbntage -o-f the aesthetic values of the
prif.. The visual character of the park.shoilld be improved in areas vdee:e de-

velopnrent or use of the land has created any eyesore'
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SIJPN.{ARY OF TXIIj ING RBSOURCE MANAGEMENI AND FACILITIES

Acrivity at the park is regulateci by @fh Federal and State law" I-aw enforcsnent

"t rtt iark is th* t.uponslfility oi: the laranie Cotnly $re;iff's Deparbnent,.but
is insutficient due to tvic reasoirs. First, the location of the park makes g"rick
iuopo*u to ca11s difficulf , Secondly, the Sheriff's staff is limited in the nran-

po#t needeC for providirg adegrate atientir:n to-the park" fr9 Iry*ing Game and

Fish Deparbnent is ttre oniy other entity wit! enfolcenent capabilities at thg gark'
The C,amb and Fish Departrneirt is responsible for enforcing restrietions pertainirg
to fishing, hunting bnd boating regulations-. The l,r{yorning Rgcrgation Conrnission is
currenrly"experienEing visitor-.onEro1 pSoblgns at Grrt Govdy State Park. I&thods
for improvir1g trr enf6rcenent shoirld be- developed in order that fuhlre developnent
can be successfully rnaintained

Water levels at Granire and Crystal Reserrroirs f,luchrate widely. due to r,uater with-
ai*t"t by rhe Ciry r:f O'reyenne. T-evels a{g^genera}11 high in the sqring 3n{ low
in the faff , Eacir reser*ir is affected differently h<.rr,lever, with Crysta,l Reser-
voir nuintaining a rTnre constant level than G?aniEe. I,rlater demnd frorn the reser-
voirs is projecEed to increase dramaticallf i1 fi.rLure years,_and_althouglr the Stage

II uater broject has passed, the outlook fbr improved r^rater level stability in the

"u"i n tr,rio is not g;d. Therefore, water 1eve1 fluctuations should be considered
as an annral occurr6nce rnhen planni-ng developnent arorrnd the reservoirs.

No culti:ral resources t6ve been identified within the park except for an old log*
ging operation in the newly acquired Section 17, A _suryey-of Section 17 is neces-
E"rI tbr locating the precise ir:cations of sites with significant historical or
cultural interesf, ancl'should precede all. developnent v{thin *ris secti-on" O:tside
the park, areas of hiutorical interest have been identified including the-old min-
ing i$rost towns of i{ecla and Silver Cror^n. These areas are not factors affecting
pi7f."a*""1opment, but i.f properly inter:preted to the pr:blic, may oilfer additional
incentive for visitation within the area.

Vandalism and ntlsuse hampers facility managsnent within tl. q*k is in part
O"e io facility placanen"t. Picnic ana canpsites are widely dispersed and used
inAiscrlminateiy. Fr:Lrrre design should organLze these fi-rnctions with adeqrrate
;6;;;;i; "t aw and overnighE use, Resriocrns are of an acceptable architectr.rral
style, but are oizerly abundaiq, dispersed,_and visrrally dcrn-inant" -Planning of
thlse facilities should consider the actual needs of each area, and strive to
concentrate facilities to reduce vandalism. Restrocn structures shoulC al-so be

placed so as to i:iend inco che lands-cape, -avgi{ing locations on hilltops or open

ii*fau. potable water sources are fewand their locations are noL ptoperly con-

"*y*a 
to the public. Gre dun'p station is found within 4" pryk' but its location

is"not ve1l advertised to parit visitors. A vell-designed aIcheII range exists
at the park, but requires beCter signage fo5 boCh safelY and inforrnatiot_Frrposes.
Fit;iy; roads should be analyzed as to thgit proper placonent.l *d traffic and

infonnaiion signing improved to entrance rraiLrtenance and control of off-road vehicle
travel 

"

T-aw Fnfo-r:csnenl

Lack of adequate 1aw enforcsnent is the rrosL critical problan facing lhe fi:ture
tleveloprr-rent of G:rt Govdy SLate Park. This problem is systen-wide and must be

given tareiirl exan',inar:io" prior to facility e>qpansion and develo-pment-at all parks
Eurrently, the hpomi-ng Ganb and F'ish Deparhnent is responsible f.or enforcing

r_

t.
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l-nrnting and fi.shing laws arrd IJ.S. Coast G:ard boating regulations. Fishing
licerr"ses and ca[ches are frequently verified and boaters are checked for proper
registration and regrired s;rfety equipnrent. Citations rrlsy be given by the
Game and Fish Department to those operating boats recklessly or under the influ-
ence of alcoirol.

Probleur^s such as violaLi.on of park regulaLions, off-road vehicle abuse, littering,
vandalism and other crirninal acts currenLly are untier tJ:e jurisdiction of the
county sheriff's departnent. I,rLren a vir:lation occurs, iL is necessary to leave
the nrain area of the park and drive to the park headquarters to phone tJre county
sheriff's office. This sitr.raLion has nnde l-aw enforcernent virtually inrpossible.
it4any of the existing resource problmrs such as excessive roads, vegetation dan-
age, erosion, vandalism, and indiscriminate use of park facilities are a direct
result of an um'iorkable 1aw enforcernent system.

furior.rs consideration should be given to the appropriaLeness of investing public
monies in resource improvmrent and facility e4pansion until a r^orkable systen for
prolecting these resources is available.

Facilities and Circulation

The locations of picnic and canpsites are widely dispersed within the park. ln-
discriminate usage of the area occurs as a rezult of a lack of designated use
areas. There are few differences between picnic and canpsites, A clear differen-
tiation betveen these use areas should be developed. In relalion to equipment
types, picnic tables are of a stable concrete style, trash cans are of stee1,
ahh gr:-ifs are concrete and located on the grounb. (Refer to }4ap 2.)

Vault-type restro<xrs are also widely dispersed and readily noticed by the visitor.
There are tvac architecbural styles of restrocrns, each of vi'rich are acceptable,
given proper location within the landscape.

Potable liater sources are scarce in the park. Only tvn sources at Granite Reser-
voir are available for public Lrse with additional sources at llynds lodge and tlre
park office. O:re dunp station nov/ serves the park and is located near the park
office" The locations of these vrater sources are not advertised r,ell to tlre prb-
lic. Currently, there is no potable vater source available for the Crystal Lake
area"

A large, vell-designed field archery range also ocists within the park, near the
causeway of Grarrite Reservoir and adjacent to Section 17. Although use statis-
tics are r.inavailable, it appears to offer a unique recreaLional opportunity for
area archery and hunting clubs. The nature of the terrain on vilrich this range is
located precludes its use for alternate recreation developnent. Presently, there
is inadequate signage describing the range and its location.

Indiscriminate r:ff-road activity has occurred within the park and has created
numerous unnecessary road systans. loss of vegetation and erosion have resulted.
Althouglr there are a series of r,ell-established roads within the park, better
road plaruring nny be necessary to accornrxrdate future developrnent. Mditionally,
increased signage nay be necessary for directing traffic to various areas. Ex-
isting asphalt roads are located on an unstable soil base on a steep slope. the
only asphalt road in the park is located on an tnstable soil base on a steep
slope. These conditions make nraintenance of the zurface very difficult. the
majority of the road is also located on private land. Because of these factors,
consideration should be given to noving the nrain entrance road.

t4
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'lhere is currentl
preLive plan has

y no interpretive signage or progrtrn at the park, but an i:rter*been scheduled.

TABI-E 6

&ci-sting Parl," Facil ;'.ties

Granite Reservoir Crysral Reservoir i{ynds bdeu
1'
t

:

Covered Ficnic Tables
Picnic Tables
Gril ls
TYash Cans
Double Restrorms
Single Restrocrns
Potable l,rhter Sources
Iodge

3
49
4I

79
1B

7
1

l

B

:
:I
1

I

11
?J

7

:

I

:

Off*Site Historical Resources

The area surrounding- curt Govriy has few lcrc)\^.in siLes of poLential historical sip-nificance" &re of Ehese is iii6 ora ryining-or ghosr ;"r*i-h;; as ltrecla, locatEdtventy miles r'est of oreyenne just off 
"aF.rypF .iac[ raoaa,";; ckysral Reservoir.Another is a short-1ived-ri"ing canp called silver cror,rr.

A fair-sized silve-r.Or1niry district vas forrned at lIecla in the spring of tgg6.largely the Lrrainchild of"Ivlorning Territori"i c*orogi;;, -il;l;ssor 
A*gfrery, rhereis evidence to zuggest [he fo"*r ,oas an intentionar tr".ro.--i^ltii. claims sprang uprapidly ard $40:q06.was quickly investea,-trrut*r encled after onry one season"Dotn the toad, tventy tun^ mir." northvresi of-ore;renne another canrp evolved in tlresilver crown llills. -Like 

so ITEny.*i"i"g 
"d*;t"res of the era, the prcrnotionsproved to be greater tI'ran the resourcesl silver ctornm o*u uu*rlaoned al.mosL at onceand by 1886-87 the oreyenne city Directory-ii"i"a only a post office and three res-irients there.

Few realired at the time LhaL the era of the open range cattle indr:stry in the zur-roundi-n!; area vEs also drawing to an end. The'severe-winters ancl drougfuts of theiate 1880's rnr:uld end the o*E t"rrge roievei and ccmpletely change the cattle ranch-ing industrv. The cattle iilatsirrl 9r cour;.;-;"ri;q-di.ffiy rqnains as rheprincipal enterprise of the "t.t iitrto,rgrr;;-i*'now.g1yi'g vay scrnei,tut to recreation.one or tran loca1 historic ranches also futr,ai"-L pristine enough condition to r,,m.rrantmention in any general inrerpreri";-;i*pi#:" *

1"6



Recreational rrse of rhe area began as e.lrly as 1904 because of water developrnent

in rhe area. Afrer various "ap#par''tl"r"i,p!v 
suificienr iuarer for .reyenne's

dsnand and folloirirrs" ru.,"'ul rhJil[;.:; ;il""a;#;;-$iing" n"s"rvoir and strpplv

line raere .rrp1#:'i"#i;il: 
"mu-iE*"rrroir pr*id.d *,t"y6r,rtu !€rer unril 1910

when an additio;;I*;;"pii-t;s developed at Grystal Dan'

presently, Silver crowrr and Hecla are on privately owue<1 land" Frcrn available

informarior,, u,rir, ,iL*" are difiiJ; i; 1oqt9-;ilt;;i easilv accessible' D,e

ro Lhese umiraiions,. vae ruould ;;;;i;"; the inteib;";i;: p-:::::l'"l of these sites

as q-rite fo" *niJi"-irt"y "*n -ft*"it"oipot""ti lnEo a nlcre general display at the

park v*riih iO"rii?iu"'t&"I*of-tf't* t"gion's co1ortu1 history"

0-rrrentlY, rhere have been no

P;;k. SLch a survey could be

in with existing legislatron'
ing stePs must- be r'lldertaxen:

surveys for archaeological sites at G-rrc Covaly State

contracteO *t * t"iifiutua cost of $7'500'' 9 Ftp-
before rhe acrual;;;t-;an be srarLed, the follow-

Cultural Resources

Class I The 0verview
inventory of a large geographic atea' based on

previor.rslY lmornal or recorded infonnation'

CJbjectives: 1) To ccrnPile,
atrout f-he natute' distribut-
atea covered, and 2) to der
hood of additional cultr:ral

Class II Partial Fi.eld Inven

in one 6sc-urerrt all previgusly recorded data

ion and values oi-.,riit:ral re-sources in the

iilt .Ji"it"lJ;-ti-pttu"titt values or likeli--;;-;;;;" 
"*i"ti"g 

in the area covered'

projec
actrral

t areas in vffrich a s

ground Portions to

Class III - 1ete Inven

torY a project area o
tsnatic saniPling stra

r seL of alternative
tegy is used to selecL

the total
in the area
each eultural

ys
be exam:i-ned

Objecf.ives:1)Topredict,witlrinthelimitsofsanplingerror
nr.:nioer, nature ;#il;;ibt;i;;;f cultural resources present

sanple<l, antl 2) tI i;;; *a ptlptie an inventorv record for

r:esource'resenr on grounci portililS i"l"tff'-iiet"d-examined'

Definition:Aconprehensive-inventoryofaspecificprojectarea;
att cases ,, arrJrla.r"f ii.fd ;^ilr-itio" oi'it"tu ptoiucl area and

t*ii""-of resources e:<anined'

objectives: 1) To locate and accurately describe 1002 of the visible culcut-

a1 resources an the proje"a ,r*"1'LJii-i" evalr.rate any cultural resources

located in the Project atea'

A flow chart follows, sumnarizing the above j-nformation'

in alrrnst
an eval*
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Oreyenne Stage II !{auer Develolmenr 
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P&r

Approximately 81 percent of ttre total use of Gr-:rt Gowdy-State Park is by \'rlycrfftng

rliidents. Colorado visitor" "oiiiiU"C" 
u., addirional-5'5 percent vtrile other

states and cor-ntries contributg i5.i-f"t"u"t. A more cietaiied analysis of the

visiror use dara i"ai""I"i sB.9 ;;;;.il-;i Jl wyoming resident park visitors
t"iu-iicrt laranie CountY.

Peak visitation occurs during the surrnrer rpnths of June' July and August' with

approxirnatuty 6ii;;;;";-;i Ehe visitation occuring dr6ing the rnaeekends '

Participation patlerns between campefs and day,users indicate several relative-

ly disti'ct differences. C*og"rr 
"'"i"-au."ri#d as laranie Gluntv fanilies

visiring rhe pari-;;;; .*J.ha"a ,,e.r."na. c*npJis "i* t-tt 1ik61y to be foirnd

;;i"rdG,-"igirt";"iog,-hiking and boaL fishing than day users.

Dav users, in contrast Lo ctrnpe{s, lgnq to engage irr activities *rich do not

depend .r, . .r"ri*;y ;f orpport ta"lities. Ddy-rr*"t* can also be described as

laranie County iiliri""".,,iiiii.t-tr;h;-ffik to sirore fish' picnic and relax'

'Ilteuseptojectionsforindividrralactivitieslerecalculatedfrcrndatacollect-
ed by the hysrn:ine RecreaLion cot"ittio". Projeciions for 1985 ' 1990' and 2000

were ccrnpu."o ,rJffi;:ft-ii;#;;iyrir'ur".a o"-*r" park visitor use data for

L972 xhr;oust 1981.

Resr,rlLs frun fhe trend line analysis indicate -a.steady 
a1d.plogressive i:rcrease

in parriciparion for boch ,*r"r'ilii"a-r"a-i*d uasuJ lceivities. Arnong the land-

based activlties, the greatest *no.-t of use and the sharpest increase can tre

expecrecl in picnickingi-.qi" #Ud";;O At:"n can be &pected to put an utrdue

strain on existi*g faciliries. 
"6i*1fi" t*tE -based activiries, shore-fishing is

;"#;"J-c, .Citlr rhe largesr increase in participation"

ST]R\MY RESUIJS

Visit-ation data gathered by th9 Wyoming Recreation Ccnrnission dtrrine the T:ast

Cecade were analized, for Arrt Coffii'tlt3t""it;k:-"h tdditiott, " "'orE 
detailed

survev of visirois ar curr c."d;ti";;;tk;s coniucced during lh.y ro septernber

of 1g"g1. The 1gB1 survey "or,"i"tli-"i 
."-"ire inLerviews of 266 a&ilX visitors

(16 years o, orilir";;;6.i.d rl*""gho"i. u,r. p"tt on ra.dcrnly selecred i,eekends

and weekdaYs.

Piace of Origin

Approximately Bl percent of Che total use of Cult-Govdy StaLe Park is by lr'Soming

resiclenrs. c"i;rfii'I."riit"'rI-"r" raaiiiottat i"5 p"ttutrr of the total park

visiration" Despite the Large;;J;#*-pf part visitors fran lJyom:ing and Colo-

ra,Co, orher neighboring states ;1;;-;;;EiiU"6- to the total park visitation'
The origin of .ririioir-to C,rtt iliJy-it"l"-F"itt i" presentecl- in Figure 3"

SUI,N4ARY OF VISITOR USE

:

:

:

:

{
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Social Groups

As can be seen frcm Table 8 families and couples ccrnprise the-rnajority-of

"*npui" 
at Lhe park (69.5% combined). Families are tJre unst fregrent-day user

il;-irp (28.62) ai*rougn couples (l'9.5b and fanill "ld nri"$l (182) also con-

Eiiilr"-*Urt*iirffi. Thlrefore, ir.. is obs;erved that- f"unilies and couples
;;; iG nost frequur,t *ut" of G.rrt Gowdy State Park, both as cffpers and as day

USCTS

TABLE 8

TYPE OF ffi.OUP VISITORS ARRIVED WII}I AT CURT GC['{DY STATE PARK

Z AIL Visitors Z Canpers

1981

7" Day UsersGroup TVpe

Individr-ral
Cotrple
Farnily lJnit
Extended Family
FanLily and Friends
Friends

7.9
25,9
32.7
8.6

15.8
7.9
1.1

5"3
32.r
37.4
6.9

13.0
4.6
0.8

10"
19.
28.
10.
18.

r
J

5
6
tr)
0
3
5

11.
1.Organization

Coh-nrirs rrray not add to 1002 due to rotrnding.

TABLE 9

TYPE OF \EHI(]LE VISITORS ARRI\ED IN AT CURT GCI'JDY STATE PARK

Tlpe of Vehicle Used

As in<licateci in Table 9 the rnosl freqr:ent vehicle tnit uqe-d by ctrrPers is gire

pi"Cp or camper (26"7b althor:glr aut<xnobiles (23.72), piclcups pulling trailers
iig.fTl, and auronobiles pufrinE trailers (13,7"h also contribufe. substantially'
ii-r;"Cj;tiry or ;il d;y G.r" <5+.tZ> use an autcmobile on1y, although.pickups
;;-;p;;" i:0. rT-1 are also used. Althougfr.the nnjgrity of. canpers and day

users do not "*i"niiy require trailer paiking, trailer parking will need to be

provided for canPing areas"

1981

7" Dav UsersVehicle TVpe Z A11 Visitors Z Carnpers

; Autcrnobile
Autcrnobile R:1 ling Ttailer
Piclo"rp or Camper
Piclcrp F:lling lYailer
Van
RV Motor Hcne
l4iscellaneous*

39.1
7.L

28"6
7I.7
5.3
7.I
1.1

23.7
13"7

54

3026
0

I
B
1

5
5
3
B

4.
4.
5.
0"

rg.
6.
o

1.

7
1
1
2
5

tAll rsnaining vehicle types contributed less than 12 of the total"
Coh.uns rnay not add tn 1002 due to rounding.

I
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TABI-E 10

CURT G0^IDY STATE PARK

PERCENIAGE Oh- \TISITATION BY h]EEKEND AND tr^lEEKDAY

Jrrne tu1v Arsust

I^]eekend

\,treekday

Totai }bnthly Use

Weekend

[,Jeekday

Total l'4:nthly Use

I&.v

59 "8

4CI.2

13"4

lbv

5,369.806

3,609.802

8,979.608

66"9

33.1

24"9

June

r1,L62.926

5,523.462

15,6B5.988

3r,232.772

15,452.985

46,685.V57

59.9

40.1

))1

.hr1v

g, 111. 823

6,099.901

15,?L1.724

25,493.985

17,066.926

42,56A.91r

68.2

31. I
23.3

Arsust

17,933.7L8

6,030.578

L8,964.395

36,187.273

L6,873.246

53, C60.519

1981*

Septmrber

63"7

36.3

10.7

Septenber

4,567.47r

2,602.8L3

7,na"284

198l,t

fuptsirber

12,779.335

7,282.416

20,061.751

Total

64.4

35.6

100.0

Total

43,145.7M

23,866.256

67, 012.000

Total

120,717.554

66,775"M6

187,493.000

TOTAL NWBER OF VISITORS BY WEH(END AND I,JEEKDAY 1981't

N)
A

TOIAL NI},IBER OF VISITOR DAYS BY I^IEEKEND AND I,IEEKDAY

Mav June .}r1v Ar-rsLlst

I^ieekend I5,A24.L89

Weekday l-0,099.873

Total- l4rnthly Use 25, LZ4,A62

*Estimated frcrn traffie counters and visitor use surveys.



Activity Participation Patterns and Projections

Dara frcm rhe l98l Visi*-or Survey uere anal yzeq Eo determine the petg:nl?ge -:f
park vislot" puiiicipating in avgriefy of-differen!^activities available aE

i:urr Covdy State Park- lhls data is shovn in Table'13.

participation patterns beLroeen campers and day, users indicate several 'relaLively
distinct differences. C,anpers are best described as Larauie County fanilies vis-
i;;r#h"-F;k for an excended rveekend" Canpers are nore 1ike1y to be found re-
laxing, sightseeingl trtf.i"g,-""a-m"i fishir{ !h"q -dgy user:. loth canpers and

picnicker", tor",r"?i .":"y"rf,otu ii"ttlng ,nalni""tg\t?e. Planrring of canping arrd

;i;;i; ,i"u" "r,o*ra'"o#ih"t 
d* p;Asfon of'faciliti6s to acccnnr:date these in-

tefests. Day users, in contr-ast 
^to campersr lend to engage in activities vtrich

do nor depend on a variery of ""pp"ti-flcilities. 
Day-ilsErs can also be described

as Lararie Counly-f*"iii""t visit'ihg the park to shore fish, picnic and relax'

TABLE 13

A TWITIES ENC4.GED IN WHILE VISITING CURT GCfuJDY STATE PARK -- 1981

d/ A11 Visitors 71 Canpers 7. Day UsersActivity

Shore Fishing
Rel axing/Doing Nrching
Picnicking
Sightseeing
tliking
Boat Fishing
Nature StudY
Sr,rirrnning
Pleasure Boating
Water Skiing
Driving Off-Road Vehicles
Sailing

6l
39
43
28
I
6
6
5
2
2
2
2

66.7
63.4
46.6
43.5
25.2
L4.5
11 .5
3.1
5.3
4.6,>2

68.0
50. B

45.1
35.7
16.5
r0.2
8.6
4.r
3.8

10.4
qa
L.J
1.1

1

1

6
6
3
0
0
3
3
3
3
3

t.

Use projections for individual acLivities r,,ere calculated frcrn data collected by

che lrr$oming lt"cruali"" cr*ission. Projectio-ns for 1985, 1990, 1995 and 2000

were c.,npLltuo *i"g-iiu"a-ri"u """ryri""based 
on the park's visitor use data for

7972 ttwaugfi 1981.

Results frcxn the trend line analysis in Figures 5 and 6 indicatq -sLeaqy an{ gro-
gressive increases-in participation in botfi vaater-based and land-based activi-
Ei;;"- Annng *ro-i""J-6ased atdviii.", rhe gr_eatest arnunt of we and the sharp-

est increase can Ue &pected in picnickingr- .qi" anticipated grovrth qan b9 gryec-
Lecl to put an undr:e strain t" *i-"gt"g. faEilities. Of the r'sater-based activities
;h;";-fisning d 

"rqp;;i*J 
to er<hibit Ihe greatest increase in participation"

1...,
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Figure 6

Recent and Proiected Water Based Activities
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Perceived Problens

In the 1981 survey, visitors vrere asked tl-re extent to vdrich they experienced^a
rrrrrU.r of problerns duriryl their visit lo Curt Goody State Park .(Table 15). Orer-
all, the pi:oblans 

"iere 
n6t major anddid not pppear to l'ranper the experl?nce.

fhe'ny3st tcurnonly perceived pioblan for both can'rpers and dly_users uas litter,
althouglr the pro6lLo r"r perceived in different degrees" A11 problgns perceived
by visltot" r*r* slight.'The nnjor problens faced-by cdrnpef: r,ere litter, broken
tlbles and grills, aild !,ater pollution, v#rile the n'njor probl-qns for {ay users
also includEri reckless boating and noisy visitors. Ttrese Problsns and others
could becane larger in the fuEure as visitation increases in the p?4.. Therefore,
ih"r* problans sfould be handled carefully and elimlnated, if possible, before
they affect fixrre visitors"

TABI-E 15

PROBLNVIS EI{COIJNIIERED BY CU11T GCfuiDY STATE PARK VISITORS 1981,t

Problsn A11 Visitors Canpers Day Users

1

1

1
1
1

1

1
1

I
1

1
1
1
1

1
I
2

Noisy Pets
IJnreasonable Regulations
Conflicting Activities
Ttaffic Congestion
ijrsafe Facilities
Inadegrate R:le Erforcenent
Excessive Canping Fees
llncontrolled PeEs
Reckless Driving
Vandalism
Rude Visirors
Overcrcnoding
Noisy Visicors
Broken Picnic Tables & Grills
Water Pollution
Reckless Boating
Litter

)k5=An E:<trene Anount
4:Quite A Lot
3:A Fbderate An"xrunt
2=A Little Bit
l:Not Ar A11

22
?_3

32
32
33
34
35
36
4T
4I
43
49
54
56
61
63
0i

1. 15
1" 19
t.20
I.?_6
I,23
r.21
1.31
1.27
r.42
I.32
L.32
!.M
T.M
1.58
1.56
1.43
1. 80

1

1

1

1

1
1
1

1

1

1

1
1
1

1

1
1
2

30
26
45
39
42
47
37
46
39
49
54
53
62
52
65
82
19

I

30
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P}TOJiICTED FACILITY NEI]DS AND ]MPRO\M'{E}.{.|S

TABLE 15

FUI'IR.E DEVLI,OM,{ENIS AND I.MPTIOVEMENIS

CONSIDBRED APPROPT{IATE BY CURT O^IDY STAIE PARK VISITORS .. 1981

t'acility lbeds

bficiencies in e:<isting park facilities becane apparent rfr:en considgring visi-
tor Llse data derived duii.ng the 19Bl season" Iong-range use p_rojections -afe
based on the visitor use dita, and altlrougfr-speciiic user.preferences and be-
havior riray vary, the demand for all activitieu ii.expected to increase. To

meet these increased rle"nands, the rnmber of facilicies senring these activi-
ties must also be increased"

Future Developnents and Improvanents

I4any of the respondents to the 1981 survey have expressed- the need for g higher
f."6f of par:k dbvelopnent. Sn:me campers do not necessqriJy-seek a rustic e><*

p.ri"nc* ancl rn:uld tit<e to see develbpnelt of -support 
facilities sucl'r as showers

anci electrical and r^/ater hoolups. A rufiber of day users desire the developnx3nt
;f pi;;" shelrers, ltghrs in i:oi-lets, hiking trails lqd park rangers. . Both ctrnp*

ers'aru1 dayusers desiie ttre development of a first aid center and flush toilets.
These and other developnent and impiovanent needs are listed in Table 16.

o/

A11 Visitors Canpers

o/

Day Users
/"

Devel o'pnent s / InrPr overnen C s

First Aid Centers
Flush Toilets
Showars
Picnic Shelters
Lights i-n Toilets
Electrical & Water Hor:k-lJPs
Hitrcing lYails
Park Rangers
Group Picnic Areas
Paved Roadvrays
Single ilnit Picnic Areas
Gror4 C,anpgrouncls
Single unic Campgr:ounds
Boat Docl":s
Developed Recreatiotr Areas
Ligtrts in Canpgror"rnds
Boat Ranps
Park Personnel
l&"nned Visitor Center
Laundry Facilities

25.6
25"6
22.L
20"9
19.8
18.6
17 "4
15.1
14.0
14.0
11" 6
10.5
10.5
8.1
8.1
8,1-/.0

7 "{)
4"7
?q

23.8
23.8
28"5
9.5
9.5

19 .0
14.3
7.7

11.9
14"3
7"1

11.9
14.3

27.9
25.6
16.3
32,6
30,2
18.6
20.9
23.3
16.3
14.0
16.3
9"3
7"4

11 .6
7,4
7.0
9.3

11. 6
7.0
2.3

4.8
9.5
9.5
4.8
L.+
2"4
4.8

i

t,,

i
tL.-

t
,.C

-j
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c) l{i:nrber of picnic
required

picnic Facilities6, Th* 1980 Wyorning SCORP swxnary has identified that in 1979

ry neecl for nnr"e pic[ic sites. 
- ^The 

data frcrn curt Govdy state
Paik shovrs a shortfall of 11 picnic sices in 1981.

a) 1981 use2/Average party sLT .2 = Nh:rnber of picnic grouPs
28,09373"3 : 8,513

b) fength of season x Trrnover per dayT : Ntrnber of picnic groups per site
I25x2.5=312.5

groups/Nr-rnrber of picnic groups per site : lft:mber of sites
8,5L3/3I2.5 = 27

In 1990, the l^{yoming SCORP intlicated an estimated shortfall of 585 picnic
sites will arise. fhe park data estjmates B picnic sites above t*rat is
needecl in 1990,

a) Anticipatecl 1990 lr".r57Ao"tage party size : tkrnber of picnic groups
47,334/3.3 = I4,3M

b)

c)

icnic
tes.

d) l{r.nnber of projected sites needed - beisti-ng sites = lr}.:rnber additional sites
needed I27 - 38: -11

I

I

Lerrgth of season3 * Tt rtover per <lay = l{r-nrber of picnic groups per site
125x2,5=312.5

Ntinrber of picuic groups/l{r-unber picnic grollps per site = }{t-utber of sites reg:ired
I/+,344/312"5 = 46

d) l(rnber projected sites needed - Bci-sting sites = Irfunrbe-r additional sites
needed by 1990 o

46 - 38: B'

6pi"rrl" facilities are all the sites not classified as canpsites zuch as those
on the east and v,iest shores of both reservoirs.

7B"""ou* nost picnickers s[ay at a site for a short time, a turnover rate of
2.5 will be used.
o
\h" rug"rive ntmber indicates Lhat in 1981, G:rt Goody State Park irad 11 more

picnic sites than it needed.

0vBy 
"*opurison 

of tlre shortfalls of carnping.sites and the abundance of p
siles, it t" recognizerJ fhat extra picnic sites can be considered campsi
Thereiore, the coirected 1981 need for canpsites is:

present shortfalls of canpsites * Present shorlfalls of picnic sites =
Corrected Need I52 + 1-11) = t/+I

the corrected 1990 need for canpsites is:
li!.nrber additiorul canpsite needed by 1990 * l.{rmrl:er addicional picnic
sices needed by 1990 = Corrected Need

262+8=270

33
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The addition of anoflrer boat rarnp vould calrse an increase in the ntrnber of
boats on Granite Springs Reservoir. The carrying capacity of this reservoir
is limited and could easily be exceeded with increasing 1evels of use. The
minimr:m area needed per boar is tvlc acres, with rnater skiing requirilg addi-
tional space.

Non-Power Boating Facilities

Curt Gowdy State Park is r,niq-re in that it provides for a variety of boating
experiences. I^ihile porrrer boating is popular at Granite Spriqgs Reservoir , .

Crystal Reservoir is-generally inaccessible to large povrer boats due to the lack
olboat ra'nps, and is-effectively reserved for snal1 poT/er boats and non-por,'er
boats. Crystal Reservoir is large enougfr to acccnnpdate the projeeted increase
in non-por^aer boating at least througlr the year 2000.

Water Supply

TLre exlsting facilities for supplying water at the park consist of two !'iater
pnxnps at Grinite Springs Reservoir. Nl r^rater pumps are currently provided at
bryital Reservoir. A ccnnon standard for rnater suppll iq thag the unit to 'oe

supplied with water should be located not npre than 300 feet frcm the source of
wai:br. The rnater supply fal1s far short of this standard, particularly at Crystal
lake Reservoir.

RestrocNrs

here currently exist 17 restrocrns at Cr:rt Covdy State Park. An accepted _standard
for restrocrns is for one u:e-lrelfqnale resbro<rn to service 150 people per day. the
1981 visitor estimate shcnoed that during pealc day use periods, I'867 persons \,!ere
on-site, indicati4g only trnelve restrocms are required. Thus, the present supply
of restroons greaLly exceeds the need. The 1990 visitor estima'_r' Ls 97,2,09 people
and only four-additional restroons will be required to service ttrose _people. There-
fore, the resLrocms provided at the park are in excess of present and projected needs.

Miscellaneor:s Facility tbeds

Curt Gordy State Park provides n'nny siles for the handicappe-d lclu{ing a special-
1y designbd fishing pi-er" Handicapped facilitigg appear_ to be. in adequate- supply,
giver, t[e low nr-rnber-of handicapped visitors uqill{ge t]he pa+; however, better
Iigning is necessary. Signs should be provided vfiich direct visitors to these
siles Is iue11 as to other-facilities such as vater zupplies, boat ramps and support
facili-ties"

FACILITY

TABLE 17

PRESENI AND FTITURE FACII-ITY NEEDS

1981 NEEDS 1990 NEEDS

Campsites
Picnic Facilities
Power Boat Rmrps
Non-Power Boat Facilities
ir,later Supply
Restrocrns

>bl'f[s estimated number of needed facilities is unlancwn.

262
8
1
0

J..L

I52
0
0
0

t--

0

J^L

0

,_-.-
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DEVEIOFIENI PItOffi.AI.,T

I. lhintain Natural Resources

Based on existing use patterns and the limitations of the natural
resources, a nnderate 1eve1 of development is considered appropriate"
The challenge is to rnaintain both a sense of security and a pristine
atrnosphere vilri1e acccnnndati-ng the increasing recreation dernand. Oer-
tain areas of the park will be betcer suited for npre intense develop-
ment v*rile other areas shor.rld be kept in a naLural state.

Goal: Development should be consistent with the character of the area"t'- A

Objectives:
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1 Minimize disruption to ocisting topography and landform.

Mlnimize disruption to the park's existing vegetation.

Utilize naLj-ve planc rra*rterials for landscaping in the park.

Utilize native rnaterials vilren b"rilding structures vfienever
feasible.

Design stnrctures vtrich are ccrnpatible with the exlsring
landscape.

lbintain and improve exi-sting wildlife habitat withi:r the
par:k.

should nurintain or improve visual quality at G-rrt
Park.
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Goal: Developnent
Gowdy State

frjectives:
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Plari developnent so tlrat scenic vistas and visual corridors
are noc disrr:pted.

Utilize scenic views in designing park facilities'

Tnrprove areas in the park tlu.t are vizually unattractive..

L-'

II. Clientele

Fxiscing data indicate that fanilies, moderate size gror.ps, residents
and day visitors are the primary users of Curt Gowdy State Park" l:I
the future, the park strould continue to provide recreation opportuni-
ties for non-residents and overnight visitors.

A. Coal: Opporfunlties for day and overnight use shoulcl be prov.ided for
fenrrilies and other groups.
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2, Organize picnicking into nrajor developed areas'

3. Iocate restrotxs i''-r canping and picnic ateas'

4. Locarte potable lqater soulces in conjuncrion with
restro(Ins

5.Iocateplaygroundsinconjunctionwitlrpicnicand
cmrping areas.

Goal: Adeq:a[e opportunities for gaqping and picnick'ing are to be

pro.rid"d ,t"both Gtanite and crystal Reservoirs.

Objectives:

1. I-ocate canrping facilities in accessible areas vftrich pro-
u.iO" oirit'ors"with a feeling for the nat'ral setting.

z. Provide an appropriate ntrnber of cmpsiles in the p?rk
to acccnrnodatl visj-tor dsnands vd:ile rernai:ring withjl"I
the envirorrnental constraints of the area'

3. Design canping aleas to acccrnnDrjate tents ' calpers and

trailers.

4" Design canpgrounds into loop systsns such that closures
."n Bu n.alifot nnintenance- and adegrate separation can

be achieved betveen areas'

5" Provide a rnnter source withi-n 300' of each canpsite.

6.Placetrashcontainersbetweeneverycanpsite.

7 . Ilrovide a potable \,\ater Source within 300' of rnajor
picnic areas.

8. Provide one trash container for every three picnic siLes'

9" Provide one ground 1evel grill.-and one concrete picnic
table for each Picnic or canPsiLe'

Goal: EEficient circulation througfrout the park should be pronoted'

1. C.ontrr:l vehicular traffic to designated roads and

revegetate unneeded roads through seedbed preparation
and seeding.

2. Balance the need for direcL access with safety and aes-

thetic considerations in the design on roads"

C

3 Des
rea

ign circulation routes to acccnnpdate over-size rec-
tlonal vehicles and trailers.
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Objectives:

1. Frovide al least one playgrould area in close proximity
to each najor Picnic area.

2. Provide adequate play opportunities for children of all ages.

Goal: Boating and swimning activity should be controlled in both res-
ervoirs"

Objectives:

1. Limit boat access to the boat ranp"

2. provide adequate signs to inform the public of a "no swirffnlng"
policY.

Goal: Ercouragenrent of off shore, boat and ice fishing should be con-
tinued.

Objectives:

1. Consider the provision of a fish cleaning stalion at each
reservoir.

2" Utilize picnic shelters as r,rarrning huts dtrring the winter
to encourage ice fishing in Granite Reservoir.

Coal: Eljmi-nate all activities inccnrpatible with l$oming Recreation
Conrnission policy, eco-systan rnanagelent, or visitor safety.

Objectives:

1. Frohibit firearms and hunting within park boundaries.

2. prohibit all nptorized off-road activity within park bound-
aries.

3. Prohibit canping in non-designated areas.

Goal: The existing archery range should be naintained unless safety
hazards develop.

Objectives:

1. Provide signing for safety and informational reasons.

2. l4a.intain the archery range unless the proposed usage of
the surrognding area is not canpatible with that activity,
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Coal: the ocisting nethod of coLlecting carpground fees at the park

should be imProved.

Objective:

1. Install fee drop-off box at each cffPground to redlrce
time sPent collecting fees.

Goal: Bcpand and improve park ileadquarLers to serve as a visitor
center
1. Park headquarters should be further developed to enhance

*u ""p.iiu".. 
of the growing nuniber of visitors to the

Park.
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DEVEI,OFb4ENI REC(hO4ENDATTONS

The developnent objectives provider direcf-ion arrd guidance for the formation
of the Cur"t Govdy ecnipreheniive }4aster P1an, Ttre devgloprnent reconnendations
are intended ro 3"rv"'the existing and future needs of the people vilro use the
park r,ilrile maintaining the cJ,:alities vtrich nrake Curt Cowdy State Park an attrac-
tiv. ru"teational res6urce.' This plan is organized into critical issues and
area plans, The organizational forrnat is as follows:

I. CRITICAL ISSUES FACING FUTURE DE\EI.OR4EI{I

A. Indi scriminate use of resources

te
s

,p -'B

Acquirfute a parcel of land in Section 22.

lack of s 1 those

II. AREA PI,ANS

A, Park tleadquarters/I{Ynds Iodge and Section 17.

GYanire Spr inss Reservoir.

tal Lake Reservoir.

Conceptual site plans, at a scale of 1 inch equrals 300 feet are presented for
each of these three Area Plans.

I" CRITICAL ISSUES FACING FUTURE DE\EI.ON'IEI{I

These problens and solutions are important ln tle implenentation of the plan and

should-be considered in all aspects of the developnent process.

A. Indiscriminate use of resources motorized vehicles and individuals
te

hadeouate staffins and fundine will prevent
proper operation and nnintenance ot the parK:

This indlscriminate use frcm free-form activi-ties (activities that occur
in an area vtrere facilities for the activity are not provided) has caused
undue erosion and destruction of fragile vegetation. Since the park
cannot tolerate this type of use, free-form users should be encouraged to
use the Forest Service- lands that have areas designated for less struc-
tured use.
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INTRODIJCTION

Curt Gowdy State Park is located in southeastern W.yy*lg in the foothills of
the Laranie Ur,rntains. '1lre park is easily accessiLle frol Greyenne, 26 rniles
to the easl--, .nA-fai*'ie,Z}'mLles to the vest. l4ap l indicates the park's 

.

location anci its pio"im:iiy to other ccrrnrn:nities and- recreation areas in Wyorning

and surror.rnding staEes.

The park includes Granite sprmgs Reservoir,-crystal Lake Reservoir, HFdq Fdg.
and lhe newly acquired Section 17. The total 1-and area is 1645 acres, ""d-!!9total water area is 285 acres. B."toe of a v/ater shortage in the e-ar1y.1900's",
itr. Ciiy of Oreyenne br-rilt both Crystal and Granite dans to sLlpp-ly the city with
dri:dcin! rrater. Curr Gowdy State itark was established i1 1971.throug! a lease
ugi.r".f,t with the City of" G:reygnne and the Boy Scouts of Arnerica. Recreation
facilities within the park boundaries are rnanaged by the Wyonring Recreation Cr:m*

mission under ". "gr"**nt 
with rhe City_of 0:reyerrnb. l4cre irrformation on the

plifo 
"p.ration 

and"rhe factors vfrich i#luence water levels are presented in Sec-

tion V.

Octrer than Curt Govdy State Park, Lhe only water based recreation area neal: Chey-

enne is i.ilorth Crow Rlservoir. Additional recreation resources in thq Jeglon- -are
the lbdicine Bow t{ational Forest, Glendo and G:ernsey State Parks and Rocky }4ctur-

tain lbtional Park

Visiration to Curt Cowdy State Park has increased 9!99dify in.relp??9e to the ra-
piJ pop"iarion growth o"f th" state. Visitation in 1981 totaled 67,012 and is pro-

3ectlO'to increise to 97,2Ag by 1990. l4cre informatiorr on park visitation is pre-
sented in Section VI.

'Ihe developrnent of recrealion facilities within tlu nqtto has not kepC.pace with
srow[h in visitaii,rn. A shortage of facilities already_exists,- and will beccnre

iri".'^ii'"*r-i""ifities are not 'cleveloped to serve the- future dsnands of additional
users.

The planning process (Figr:re 1) providqd f9r che organllqd greparation of the G:rt
crrai-5tri""pliri-pir". ttri" piair was developed_to.provid" .fgt the needs of e:<ist-
ine anA fucure vi'sitors and tb nnintain the g:alities for vtrich G:rt Cowdy State
i#f. r""-."t"frfi"rr.a, It provides for the developnent of additional recreational
faciliries and i[" i-pf*n"htrtio.t of regulations besjgned to protect the Fflk]s
natural resources rnd ,""t*ational valGs" Equally irnportan! }s the overall de-

;;i;et""a plan for rhe newly acquired Section'I7"- A dbtailed description of the
plan is presented irr Section VIII.

Connents received airring the public neeting helti in Greyenne also provirJed val-

""-Ui. 
g"ia*r"u to tl,re d5velopnrent of the p1an. These ccrffrrents are sunnarized in

Appendix A of the p1an.

The plan wa.s developed due to the recent.acquisition of Section 17. The acquisi-
iio"^ of this prop-ity may change the visito; use patterns. Ttrerefore, updating
of ttre visitor uie aam "and a ieevaluation of the- developnent objectives and plan
rnay be necessary every few Years.

t

;
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Figure't

Planning Process

1 Strrt

2 Roglonr! Gootort

3 Rcsourcc llgt. lnvcntory

4Park Visltor lnventory

5 Phydcel Rocourcc lnventory

6 Program

7 Developmcnt Alternrtlres

8 Fubllc Hcaring

I Griphics

lOConccpturl Sitc Plane

11 Devglopment Plan

12 Cost Ertimatcs

13 Devclopment Phaslry

14Completed Master Pl.an
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SIJ}4T4ARY OF REGIONAL INVBNIORY

Krrowledge of-the regionns dorrogi:apirr, travel patterns and recreational oppor-twtities will assisE in t''r* prXn,tl;il'";';h;^,rlrio.rs auCioe"rnnrs ro be proposedat turr Gowdy srare park" "rt" porruLrior,',"-trriii;p;;,EJXf'".,0 rype of recrea_tional opporlunicies loca..J 
llL ifri i:Ai# ire exrrsnely diverse and have a,strong effect on Cl-rrt Gowdy prark visirltio,.rlrrA;;;;iJ#"

The nnjoritv of visirors go to the park in order to shore fish, relax or picnic"there are a broad variety,'.lf recrealional opportunities available at the many1ocal' state ""i;;;;;i J""r.r-"";"i#;*;Plo"*r*.r chrougfrour rhe regi.on"
E:cisting travel routes to the-park are suffiqignr to serve the park,s futureneeds durine olITY.: use perio,* " 

-H#";;;'* 
developnenrs are proposed v,irichFl*r#"if;i;.*1,:::r* gf;:g".#*#;;;, f 

',*"** 
" Lo rhe p",ro. *iir ;;#; ;

The rapid pooulation gror'rctr projected for the"area will also affect 
'isitation5:":l:c3;i 

",,r:r:::iiffi %Tfi.;; 
Tf.'ff"iT"' eu * 

- *"ii;,Is pron r*,; -;;; -d"

Regior:al Recreatiorr eporhrnities
The region zurrounding curl Govdy state park contains a wide variety of both ur-ban and n'iral 

5crglglonai 
-opp"r-t*icies 

" 
-A 

trroad ratge of urban oriented rec-ItrSlffi: ffi:ffS.;::ur::_lorilrnr* i,,"r_i*nie.ar-rd c6eye*ne. Borh ciries have

"''a o,r,*. -a*i-, :"iff rff T;i:ffi {l fii :IiiTiifr r; * -;t*;i" ti.ni'"$:i;"lbdicine Bow Natio'al Forlst:*"'rc11 as-Et*Ci"r,oo ang qrernsey srate parks. Grt-door recreation opprrrtuaities are atso avaiirrrr" at_Rocky l4cuntain Natiorral parkvitrich is easily accessible to itie ;j;;6;F"orr. coody-srare park users.
The Pole |4:untain- District of LJt* lrbdicine Bow l'htional Forest is the closest rec-reation area r'*rich conpeces-riir-r-rn"-fJ;i. fr; "isirorsl 

-ilI-i;or* 
lbunrain Dis_trict provides th** pi"ni" g;*'nd.u ;J-ir;;-canpgrounds arl or vfuich are withineasy access of the paik' Th;re 're also ;;.ii.# iril<ine,-;tfur*.and fishingopporhrnities avaiiante. Ilrring trre vanrer-,il,"rar.", the F;r;;; )ervrce providesa variety of recr:eationaL 

"pp""r,r"ities, irr*'rirt popular-of:-vdrich is sti to,rrr,rg.
The s'oviy Range-porcion of the l&dicine Bow l\lational Forest r:ffers recreational35#:;yffiffir;#i:ff ff"::' rore m:r,*iai"'.ni?i'icr, bui-i; ;i;, eonrains rhe

Glendo a*d G:ernsey state Farks ar:e both locaceci hn-thin easy access to rhe n:ajor-iry cf the park usbrs' 'rhe nn parks "*-;;;;-u"-.J-*i'ploffo" excerlenr oppor_rt^ities for rake ri*r,i"g, _ru;;";kii;;sr',r#;;;ating*ar;-Jiii"s as 'elr as pic_nicking and canping. rc6'rishins is ;id"ril;;r-;r ci;#;;;ri"s rhe winrer.
Rocky bbuntain lbtional Park offer: * o?Ii9ly gf recreetion opportr"rnities. prim-itive and devel"p*a 

"a'pgto""iu-'"''e availabie inside.the park-ilong with a seriesof trail"s an'd orher f""1-?i;i;"r^trile-al;;; c'inmeirri-ry ii locared wiLhf.n easvi::il:":"r*;"fffik"s3" parlt is pop*lar o"-u o'rion'ur'r"".i"#a zurrers 5';,

3
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Access

The only direct access to CurL Govdy State Park is the Happy Jack Road (State

Ht!f,'.i 210j:--Thi; t-i,o-lane P"""4 ioad extends frcm Oreyenne to the entrance

of the }bdicine Bow }htionaf it"t.st. The road is nade of grav-e1 as it winds

tlrrougfr the foresl ,ttttif ir: joins Interstate 25 at the }Iappy 'lack exir' Alter-
native routes "t*-ei;""i 

to"i" througfr lbdicine.Bow ttr"Lional Forest vi'rich are

ieached fran Intet3Ut" 25 at the Brrford arrd Vedarnzoo exlts '

The only road v*rich is cleared during winter-npnths is the }Iappy Jack Road

frcm Oreyenne to the entrance of the-national forest' This prevents many

plople frcrn visiting the park d*ring the winter season.

E:cisting routes to the park a19-not adequately.marked. First tirne visitors to
rhe park rt. 

"orrfro.ti.a'with 
difiiculties in ?inding_!!:,.:1t:^T1""t they have

been provided with direction. mr"rt of the odsting signilg does not provide

adequate direction lo-it1o park nor describe recreaEion opportrrnities available
at the park.

Regional DenrcgraPhics

The 1981 visitor use figures for curt Govdy-state Park indicate ttre nnjority
#-!iy;i"g i.side"t" "tE!ti$ 

the_park_arafrcrn larffLie and Albany coirnties'
Of the resident *.ir;-tg. B7""axe fi:crn Laranie County and 4.87" axe frcm Albany

County.

Wycrining residents account for 81 .3"/" of the total visitation at furt Govdy State

Park. The only o*r*t state \,fith a noticeable use of the park is Colorado' r'ilrich

"orrtriurtes 
5,57, of the total visitation to the park.

f_

TABLE I

Population Ttends and Projections
11 2 2

Z Increase 1980 Pop, % Increase 1990 Pop.

:-!
1970 Pop.

i
J

i-araule Cii-Y
Albany CountY
Oreyenne CitY
Iaranie CountY

23,r43
26,427
4r,254
56,366

332,416
2,2A7,259

(
10.
14.
2L.
4r.
30. 2

5
0
6
8
3
9

24,
29,
47,
68,

469,
,888,

N/A
34,8r5
N/A

87,24r
631, 881

N/A

410
062
283
649
557
834

N/A
17.4
N/A

27.r
34.5
N/AWyonring

Colorado

]rig*."-Figures
obtained fror.n Deparhnent of Comrerce Census Bureau.
obtained fron Stliu of iVy*ing, DAFC, Division of Research and Statistics'

I

t.

:

I

i
;

Areas contributing the nrajority of r:se at Curt Govdy State Park are also expected

to receive r"rgu fop,rrari6n i"lr"""*-uy rvm. The"populations of'both T,aranie and

Albany counties "iu'pio:*ct9d !9 increase at a rate greater than the national aver-

age of slighrly *oiu"thin the g"l p-ii:e"fud !I the U.5. Bureau of Census' Although

projection" t*t. t tuttilable tor ^Cot6rado, it aPpgars. their grcn^th will also ex-

ceecl the narional av;;A;. The incieased'grgot[ in th.ese areas should contribute
io-itt"i-""sed visitationlat Curt Gowdy State Park'

t.
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S{I,O4ARY OF PLTYSICAL RESOTIRCE

Ihe physical resor'rrces of G'rrt Govdy state l"r\ present sone opportrlri;ies forand limitations to developnent. soits, 
"itrro gh fertile, are shallow ancl urr-stable in nnny areas. Congequently, ,oui-J"*ioprpnt 

""ii"iiies will reqr:irestabilization neasures trr insure ei'osion does not occur. lt-rch of the park ischaracrerLzed.!v 
:-!::p ;i"p$. r,rtii"lJair["t" rhe visual characrer of rhearea' slopes in-orcesi of ioz.pose serious Eevelopnent limitations and are prob-ablv best^suited t"-"o"-i""iiity J.p""J."t iJr* bt r.cie"iionar use" Vegela-tion distrih:tion an<l prevaiiing 'i;J ;il.iL. are also inporranr considerarionsv*ren planning for futuie aevetoftne;. 'F;;iiiti"" should ul-io"ated so rhey areprotected frcro prevailing northiuesrgrry-*i"a", n*r.11-u s;J;; "f-J;rfr;'#a-breaks or by uqing additional pr""ting6 ",il; possible. Deveiopnent wirhin rhepark nmst noc detiact frcm the- overall visual settirlg. scenic corridors andvistas should also be protected osuLrtr6' D.,'{LL(

Perhaps the rnost important physical resource consideration at curt cordy statePark is the nnlnt:fr:: of high ,^a,t:i-q";iily in Gtanit"-".rJ-crysral Reservoirs.These reservoirs consrir,,:t. tfi".public *;;;'*.pply g"i-trr* city of oreyenne"The entire oark, including sectibn iz, ii"r*,i"*,io the innrediate va.tershed ofthese tqic rbser"oit" .;J At-tuilf-. o."ii;d;. acriviry wirtr-in rhe park has apotential impacr on rhe vatltr qualiry-oi-;fi;;""ervoirs.
Climate

The chmate of Qrrt cowdy state Park can be described as serni-arid with annualprecipitation ranging fTim 13 to 16 inches. -i*t precipitation is in the formof shor'vers with an occasional cloudbut;t:-'wiltercnb.r*i ,rr.rrg", 54 inches an-nually' Tanpela$res vary r^tagir fi*r--b jlgr"ur Fahrenheir-in winrer Lo 9g de-grees Fahrenheit in surnrer. Decsnber, Jarn:ar! and_ February are tlre coLdest nxrnthswith an averase.daily high/low "i +o7il-;;'trd. rahrenheiii il" ,**sr npnrhs areJune, July and August wiEtr an av:rage dail!-h1e^1lqo, of g0/52 degrees Fahrenheit.the length of che-frost-free season-3rr"pebs t30 aays a lear_. prevailing windsare frcrn the norLhrnest and are relatidlf;rJng, r,r"taging 15 miles per hour inthe winter nnnths and 12 nriles per horr i"-;il-surn*r rnrnths.
The climatic factor wtrich has the greatest infk-rence on recreation at furt Gowcystate Park is wind. The reservoir"affoto" riiire_protection frcm the strons pre*vailing winds, making it aiiiicult i;-iil"rr^r"a d;a-bo*|Jl -q* is partiEuiarryLrue at Granite Reseivoir rfiere.no"ting-""ddiy is high. rn addition, fuLure de-veloprrent at the park nn:st 

"o*idur fi"i--ninj patterns and avoid natr:ral wind tun-nel areas' Rock.outcropping Pi"t Lrees and othbr shelter breai pranti'gs can ef-fectively be used to recluce"ri"a 
".i."ity Li""rro.rra-uu 

"riiil"a r#rere appropriate.
solar orientation at curt Govrdy state Park is another climatic factor vtrich hasimplications for future a."uioh'*"t. There rr..rn average of 233 days of sun-shine anrnrally" The sun t.u"rt!". its higfre"tloi"t i., thE-"ky on .h:ne 22 (sum-mer solstice) ar. a 73" angle vdrile f"riil;-;.";"r"s[';; ;e{ il *"*on er zZ(winter solstice). The mrSunt ot-"rr"J"^"r-ttJ Jrrr. fiir-u*-iu"J'd.*irrg rhe sr.nn*uer nxrnths due T,lh: lieh angle or iir.-*.r". Irti" i;;;,""""pira with the poren-
#it05"5"3r'fhff:tt tenpEratuTu" a"'ing ;il'";*r indicar";';ij.;i;"i';h5;:="-

.
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since data 
"nere 

not availabre specifically for crlrg ftFy state park, dataon cheyenne climaric ";aili;";t*r" used. eiecipiration anct ienperaruredata i'vere furnished uy-tlt Gl'i.""r rreui["r iui*"". ccrnpensarion for rern-,perarure difference's ioere """;;r-i"h;g;u'uEiJ::lp" 3 dbgrees frcrn oreyenneaver€es because curt cowdv:iitt prrri i6- dp;;"ir"tety ,rnE rhousand feer high-er in elevation.. wind p"ti"d" *re suppli"a rry trre 1:irk^.rrri*ii,-,tundenr, and3HH:" :H" 3:i:H. :' " 

^ 
or' i, i'id "t ; "If, 

5' il; I";i' ff 5f 

",ou#ifif 

1*o. onui r"
Soils

v

ffirtf"Tli.f:ffi:#: soil an'alvsis nnv be necessary for areas requiring rinre

Area Soil
Texture

Silty
Ioan

Organic
Iuhtcer

3.7

I,2

5.6

r.6

TABLE 2

Soil Analysis

Available
Itrosphorus

Soluble
Salts

c)

13.6 6.9 0.4

1r) 7.0

8.0

5.9

Anal ts

None 9.2

pH
(B)

ate-
NiSection 17 Sandy

North srore
Granite
Reservoir Sandy

South Shore
Granite
Reservoir

Crystal
Reservoir Sandy

0.3 lbne 2.I

6.5 0.6 lbne 26.2

6.9 0.2
NffIIS:
(A) - 2.0 is nonnal (native) range.(9) - Good pH range fO.S_Z.bll*"(C) - Good irainage overall _ no salt probleas"

7

None 1.9



C'eology

c\rrt Gowdy state Park is set in the foothills of the soulheastern edge of the

Laranie Mounrains:--A1;;g this secii;;-;i land lhe Great Plains first meet the

Rocky l4curLains. The l,aianie t'Ountains, a contim:ation of the Colorado Front

Range, have been graclually t"a"""a--*tto"gh tjme and erosion to low relief' older
pre-Carnbrian crysEalline ito"t uus".tii"tti make W the core.of these nuintains'
Rock ourcropu ot-Strun an Cianirc-;;t;;;9nt the yb"{tg."F nnjor Pre-Canrbrian unit
in the l-aranie R*;g;, and repre".rrt'an important viIual reiource' fes!-!n8- along

the eastern front of rtre taranie lburrtain's is a narrovr rt*Jlnant of the flatlying-
sedimentary roct<s or m* later T";;i"ry-period" These tertiary^rocks (essentially

sandstones, conglcxnerates and siltstone) rest on top of rgcks g'f *re l€sozoic and

paleozoic Ages (sands and ,'""*f*i.- noin Granite Riservoir and Crystal Reservoir

are sedimenlary rock basins caused by erosion'

Topography

Curl- Gowciy Stafe Park occupies rouglrlf lg39 acres and segnents of seven sections'

The land varies in elevation frcrn TZOb feef in the I\!d coiner of Section 17 to 6969

feer ar rhe sp1ffi-i.i-ciyrral Reservoir, or the NB corner of section 26. The

land,s characr.r-i"lr"a"s 16w-rying neqdowi, gently rolling hills and precipitot-ts

riop"" dotted wittr steep granite rnassifs"

Generally, slopes greater than 102 present scrne lirniLation to developnrent' such

;i;;;;-;i. oirl"-drticterized Uy uhscatrle soils and are ffore susceptible to ero-

sion rhan nnre gently sloping qtl"".- {nro*iorai"ly-Oq-9i tht parhland is of 10%

;l;t- ;t tuss aiJ--ii" s,-,itbUlE for scrne dbveloprent activitv'

Vege[ation

Vegetation types at Crrrt Gowdy State Park include grasses, forbs' shrubs and trees'
Within each of tlrese vegetatibn types- exists a wide diversity 9f pl-a1t species"

Table 3 include" ""rirt?"g-oi 
*crn6'of the more ccrflrnon specie-s found in the park.

Generally, the park is characterLzed by Ponderosa Pine trees and short-growing

grasses. Closei; th. t.u"rrroiit,-tft6t" i" 
"...' 

increase in shnrb and forb species'

Section 17 is U',o n''si heavily ioi"tt.a area within the park and has excellent rec-

reatir:n Potential "

The Park superincendenr is rurrking jointly with the city of.cheyenne-in contrglli"g
rhe noxious veed Canada Thistle:-:T6; rctUi"iae bei18 Ged. is.not seleci:ive' there-
fore other vegetation ttiaL "o*." 

into contact with it nny be destroyed'

vegetation within the_park hqlqs to <leternLine the kind of recreational opportunities
avail-able. n'or-&Jmpl;,-il;;h-"i.""-"ry be rnore suitable for canping and picnick-
;#;^rfrril* *.iiu"ri,'r.iiu flying and orhlr rrnre active recreational pu.rsuits are

more appr.priate i1 opeq areas"'-V.g"i*!ion atso deterrnines the nr-nrber, species and

*iii"iib" irabits of witatife at tlrc park'

I



TVpes

TABLE 3

Plant List

G-rrt Gowdy StaLe Park

Species-cqrlrpn n€me Species-ccnrnon nffne

C'faSSeS

Slrn:bs

Basin Wildrye
Big Bluestan
Bluebunch lltreatgras s
Blue Grana
Bot tlebrtsh Squirr:eltail
Canby Bluegrass
0reatgrass
Crested Inheatgrass
Green Brisllegrass
Green Needlegrass
lfuttall Alkaligrass
I4cuntain Brcrte
Slender l,ftreatgrass
trrle s tern l,rtrreatgras s

Cocklebur
Goldenrod
Ccnunrn Ragureed
Ccxnrpn Yarrow
Grn I'bed
Milkvetch Fanily

1. Field Milkvetch
2. $:ort Milkvetch
3. Standing Milkvetch

Plains Larkspur
Priikly-Pear
S:rort &rttercup
Sulfur Flor,rer
Tansey M-rstard
Thistle FarLily

. 1. Canada Thistle
2. Flo&nan Thistle
3. Russian thistle

I,rhite Snreetcover
Yellow A^sLer
Yellow $nleetcover

Cottomoood
Junipet
Ponderosa Pine
Rocky l4runtain }bple
Willow

Forbs

TreesAntelope Bit[erbrusir
tslack Sagebrush
Bluebur Stickseed
Golden Current
Harefoot loco
Rubber Rabbitbrwh
Saskatoon Serviceberry
Sageroort Fanily

1. Ccnmon Sagevort
2. Fringed Sager,vort
3. lousiana Saget^acrt
4. Tarragon Saget'ort

9
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Fish and Wildlife
goth Granj-te Reservoir and Crystal Reservoir are stocked with fish three times a

,;;. 
-G" 

Wo*i"g G*". ana fistr Depalbngnt -stocks both reservoirs with ten thou-
sand rairrbow trouE (8") in April, again in l4ay, and finally i" June. The sixty
chousand fish added to these tvo'reiervoirs rnakes these the trmc nrcqt lrgavily""stocked
bodies of vater within the State of hlyorning. Several hundred broodcalls (16" to
20") are also pgt Lnto these reservoils ov6r the sane period. Some perch exist in
Granite Reservbir, but it is not a stocked species'

typical wildlife species to be found in rhe region of Curt Gotdy State Park are
i'dlncified in tabll 4. Althougfi recent national trends have indicat_ed a- strong
and consistent grovlctl in non-coYnzumptive^ rg919?9iona1 use of wildlife (photogtaphy,

Uiia-rni.tting, Etc.), consunptive use of wildlife (fishing'Jruntlng) continues to
be tlre dcrninint recrearional'use of wildlife in and around Curt kvdy-State Palk.
Th"-h;r;ifu oi a".r, e1k, antelope, and birds has been and is e><pected t? lffi"
r t*jor reEreationai activity orl both private and federal lands zurrounding the
State Park.

{

.

lVpe Species

TABI-E 4

Wildlife Species*

Cr:rt Govdy State Palk

TVpe Species

l4armnals Jay
Irilren
C?ow
Robin
..l"rnco
Tov*ree
Finch
Thrasher
Sparrovr
$aa1low
)bgpie
Catbird
I4eadorvlark
Warbler

Shrew
Jack Rabbir
Squirrel
Raccoon
Porcupine
Badger
Spotted Skult(
Beaver
Mouse
Ckriprn:n}<
Fox
lfule Deer
Vlhite Tail Deer
Prongfrorn AnteloPe

Pintail D-rck
l4a11ard Drck
Blue & Green Teal
I{avd(
Colden & Bald Fagle
Ttrrkey \fulh:re
Falcon
Rock & Mourning Dove
Night Hawk
Kingbird
Intrcodpecker
Orickadee
I4runtain Bluebird
Blackbird

Tanager

Birds

L_-

i.Wildlife informal,ion lBS obtained frcrn the lsoming Gane and Fish Deqartrnent"

The wilcilife information is not specific to Cr:rL Gowdy State Park and pertains
to a larger area surrounding the park.
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I,rlater: Qgantity

The natrrral waLer dralnage into Granite Springs ancl Crystal l-ake Reservoirs
amounts to 3,700 acre feet_per year. An bAdiEional 7,400 acre feet p"r-y"tin cransported-frolF!qg" r-andabogr_3,000 acre_feet'purp;d io creylnne"by-city.vrater qells. Middle Crow Creek feeds into G?anitL si,ii"g" Ru""t.roir andthe inflow into Crystal lake is frcxn the South Fork of Mihdle"Crow C?eek andfrcrn Granite Springs Reservoir.

The n'nximr:rn surface area of Granite Springs Reservoir is 188 acres ruith a \,vaterholding capaciry gf 5,32L acxe feer (ippr5*imrret;. 90'i: -Th";ninnnn 
desiredsurface area is 50 acres with a water ir;faing capicity'of 510 acr" teei i;pt;""-imately !51), For Crystal Lake Reservoir, t6e madrmxn surface Ls IZZ r"t.i'ritha water holding capacity of 3,620 acre feet (approximately 66,). The mininn:nnsurface area is 40 acres with a 1tatgt holding cipacity of" 530 acr:e feei dpp;o"-imately 45'). vJater levels nray be lor,rered bElowminimr-rn levels if vater'd*;ddictates.

Yeqrly rJ\ater level fluctuation data have been obtailecl for borh Gbanite Springs
1nd lrystal T*ake Reservoirs. The average yearly flucruaLion (1961 to-i9t'6t-l;;
$anitg"spTi"g? vas 19 feer per-year and 1: feet per year for'crystal lake.'lnese tluctuations are due to the variations in r,mter- supply and the City ofCheyenne's water dsnand.

Plans "to inspect and possibly rebuild Crystal Lake Reservoj.r's dan have been dis-cussed. A new dan rnay increase the vater holding capacity as vre1l as inzure iftesafety of the general public.

At Curt Gowdy State Park there are six vmter r,ells. Four of Etrese i,,ells are pres-ently being used, vuhile the other .Fo 
"{9 non-operarional. Specifi" htet;i;gi;-data for each roell is outlined in Appendix D.

Water fuality
The Wyouiqg Deparbnent of Environnental Quality (DEQ) is responsible for thewatgT q:a1ity i1 frani,re sprirrgs a$ clrs!?l t"k" Reservoirsi tre-oaq waGi
99?^1ity 9,tanda1d for these reservoirs is ZOO/100 ml. for fecal "riii"ir itEQ,I9B2). The table below indicates rniater q:ality data collected frcm tottr'r.rur-voirs.

Lake

TABLE 5

Water Q.ialicy Data

Date Fecal Coliform

Granite Springs
Granite Springs
Granite Springs

Crystal Lake
Crystal la.ke
Crystal T.ake

6/71/8r
7 /r3/8r
7 /2r/8r

6/7r/Br
7 /73/8r
7 /27/8r

0/100 m1
18/100 ml
5/100 m1

1/100 m1
26/100 ni"
13/100 ml

11
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The r,rater q:ality standard reqrrired by the DEQ is rnet in both reservoirs'
n"." itl""gh the i,nter q:ality "in the reservoirs satisfied DFQ standards,
swiffning Is not allowed becar.rse of ttre possible negative effects on later
quality.

Visual

Curt Govdy State Park offers a variety of scenic vistas fion both off and on-
site eveti thougfi certain activities aliA nranage-nent prac[ices have detracted
frun the visuaf setting. A parti-cular1y strfuing view of the park is frcrn Sec-

tion 17 overlooking C,rInit" ana Crystal Reservoi-is. Views such as this should
be eniunced by profiosed developnents at tlg park. Developne.rt c,f carnpgrounds,
picnic areas,-rlstrouns and roidroays should bonsider the impact on the vizual re-
source.

Areas having visual significance are important assets to the park. These areas
should be de:veloped to"tate ma>cimm advantage of the aesthetic values of Utre

park. The visuai character of the park -should be improved in areas r,'tre::e de-
velopnrent or use of the land has created any eyesore.
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SUUI.{ARY Ob- FXIS'|ING RBSOURCE MANAGEMENI AND FACILITIES

Activity at Ehe park is regulertecl by b"rh_ Federal and State law. l-aw enforcsnent

"i ifr park is ti,." t**ponuihility oi: the I.aranie County Shqri_ff's Departrnent,.byt
is insuificient clue to tvp reas6irs. First, the location of the parkmakes -grick
;;"p#u m cal1s difficulr. secondly, rh9 Sheriff's staff is limited in the nran-

p;d; n eaea for prorriding adegrate aiiention to-the park" fr9 !,Iry*ing Game and

Fish Department il the o"iy oUiur entity- yrar! enfor,csnent capabilities at the gark'
The C,amb and Fish Departrnent is responsible for- enforcing restrictions pertaining
io-firfii"g, hunling bnd boating r:egulations_. The lE*inq Recreation C,onnrission is
currently"experienEing visicor"conlro| problairs at furt Goudy State Park. I4ethods

foi i*p"'ovittg f"r enlSrcsnent should be- developed in order that fuhlre developrent
can be successfully mairrtained.

Water levels at Grani1e and Crystal Reserrroirs flucbrate widely- due to r,mter with-
Ji*r"r-rry rhe City ,:f Greyenne" T-e-vels are €enerall1 high in the sqring 3n! low
in the faff . Each reservoir is affected differently h<,rwever, with lYlstal Reser-
voir nraitrtaining a rnre constant level than Granite' hlater dsnand fron the reser-
voirs is pr6jecEed to increase dranatically i? fi-rture years,-and,although the Stage

II water irroj*"t has passed, the outlook fbr improved vm.ter 1evel stability in the
tt""i rrtr,-tir. i" ttot gobd. Therefore, water levei fluctuations should be considered
as an anngal occurr"Y.tce vhen planning developrent around the reservoirs.

No cultr:ral resources tr,ave been identified within the park except for an old log-
gi.rg ;putation in the newly acquired Section 17" A _survey.of Section 17 is neces-
Erri fbr locating the precise locations of sites with significant historical or
cultural interesfl, ani'shoulci precerle all developnent ynthin tlds secti-on. Ortside
tne parto, areas of hist,rrical interest have beer identified including the-old min-
ing i;hosl tor,ns of 'rlecla and Silver Crovn. T]rese areas are not factors affecting
p.Et"au.r"1opment, trui lf properly- inter:preted to the public, rftry oilfer additional
i.ncentive for visitation withi.n the area.

Vandalisrn and rni-suse hampers facility naoagsnent witirin the gark, anq is -in part
,1,'u l; facility placenent. Picnic ana canpsites are widely dispersed and u-sed

it-taiu"ririnateiy. Future design should organize these fi-rnctions with adequate

;;p;;;;td "f auy *r"rJ oourr-tighI use. Restiocrns are of an acceptable architechrral
utyt", but "r* oiruily abundailt, clispersed,_and visually dcrninant" Planni-ng of
thlse'facilities should consider the acnral needs of each area, and strive to
concentrate facilities to reduce vandalism. Restrocxn structures should also be

placed so as to blend into the landscape, -av-oi{ing locations on hilltops or open

fi"fa". Potable water sources are fewand their locations are not properly con-
;;t;J-i" ttr" public. Ore dump station is found withln 4. ptlk, but its location
is"not vnll advertised to pari<. visitors. A vrcll-designed ax-$e_ry range exists

"i ift* park, but reqr.rires Lecter signage toy boch safely and inforrnatiol_purposes.
Fin"iiy, roacis shoutd be analyzed ai to iheir proper placonent.l 

"nd 
traffic and

i*"ntiiion "igning 
improved 

-to 
enhance rnintenanbe ana control of off-road vehicle

travel 
"

I-aw Enfoi:cqnent

Iack r:f adeg:ate 1aw enforcanent is the m:st critical problan facing qhe fi:t.ure
development of Qrrt GowJy State Park. This problem is systan-wide and must be

gi,r*t tareiirl exa.;iinaL:io.r pri*or to facili-ty expansion and develo_pment^at all parks
Eurrently, the lrryomi-ng Gmrb and Fl|sh Deparu'nent is responsible f.or enforcing

f-
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hunting and fi"shing laws and I-1.S. Coast G:ar:d boating regulations. Fishing
licenses and ca[ches are frequently verified and boaters are checked for proper
registration and required safety equipnr:nt. Citations may be given by the
Game and Fish Deparbnent tr: those operating boats recklessly or under the influ-
ence of alcoirol.

Problem^s such as violati.on of park regulaLions, off-road vehicle abuse, littering,
vandia.lism and other criminal acts currently are unrler tlre jurisdiction of the
county sheriff's departnent. I,rlhen a violation occurs, it is necessary to leave
the rnain area of the park and clrive to the park headquarters to phone the county
sheriff's office. This situacion has nnde law enforcernent virtually irnpossible.
I4any of the existing resource problerns zuch as excessive roads, vegetaLion dan-
age, erosion, vandalism, and jndiscriminate use of park facilities are a direct
resrrlt of an unioorkable 1aw enforcsnent system.

furious consideration should be given to the appropriateness of investing public
monies in resource improvqrent ancl facility expansion until a rocrkable systmr for
protecting Lhese resources is available"

Facilities and Circulation

Ttte locations of picnic and canpsites are widely dispersed within the park. In-
discrjminate us:rge of tlle area occurs as a rezult of a lack oi designated use
areas. Trere are few differe-nces betureen picnic and canrpsites, A clear differen-
tiation between these use areas should be developed. In relation to equipnrent
types, picnic tables are of a stable concrete sLyle, trash cans are of steel,
and grills are concrete and located on the ground. (Refer to lbp 2.)

Vault-type restrqrns are also widely dispersed and readily noticed by the visitor.
There are tvo architectural styles of restrocrns, each of vfrrich are acceptable,
given proper location within the landscape.

Potable rnrater sources are scarce in the park. only tvn sources at Granite Reser-
voir are available for public use with additional sources at llynds Iodge and tfre
park office. One dunp station novi serves the park and is located near ttre park
office" Ilre locations of these vater sources are not advertised ve1l to the p:b-
lic. Currently, Lhere is no potable T,ater source available for the Crystal lake
area.

A large, vell-designed field archery range also exists within the park, near the
causeu/ay of Grarrite Reservoir and adjacent to Section 17. Although use statis-
tics are unavailable, it appears to offer a unique recreational opportunlly for
area archery and hunting clubs. the naLure of the terrain on vf,rich this range is
located precludes its use for alternate recreation development. Presently, there
is i:radequate signage describing the range and its location.

Indiscriminate off-road activity has occurred within the park and has created
nurrerous unnecessary road systans. I-oss of vegetation and erosion have resulted"
Althouglr there are a series of vell-established roads within the park, better
roacl planning nray be necessary Lo accsrrnodate future developnent. Additionally,
increased signage nny be necessary for directing traffic to various areas. Ex-
lsting asphalt roads are l:cated on an unstable soil base on a steep slope. The
only asphalt road in the park is located on an r:nstable soil base on a steep
slope. Ttrese conditions nrake nnintenance of the surface very difficult" The
majority of the road is also located on private land, Because of these facLors,
consideration should be given to nnving the nnin entrance road.

L4
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'lhere is currently no interpretive signage or progran at the park, but an inter-pretive plan has been sched;lea.-- --t'..*(,e v! Hf,

TABI-E 6

E>clsting park Facil,l^cies

Granite Reservoir Crys[al Reservoir Itynd.s
Covered picnic Tables
Picnic Tables
Gri1ls
Trash Cans
Double Restroars
Single Restrooms
Potable l,riater Sources
lodge

3
49
47

19
1B

7

1

3

B

J

;
1

1

11
3
7
2

Off*Site Historical Resources

The area surrounding" curt cowciy has few lcrovn-r sj-tes of potenLial historical sis-nificance" o-re of Ehese i"-irr6 
"ld Tl;G-o. gl-,o"r ;.d-h;; as ltrecta, locatEdrvenry mites rnesr of G:eyenne:"11 oif li'E.rypFr Jack Road,";;; C?ysral Reservoir,Another is a short-livecl mini.t! 
"*p called silver crown.

A fair*sized silver,lnning district vas forned at llecla in the spring of 1g86"I'argely the trrainchild of"tvlorning Territori"i c,"o-logisi, -iLoiJr*or 
A'gfrery, thereis evj-dence to suggest che [nun was an intentional haud"--i^di" claims sprang rprapidly and $40,00d wa9 quickly investea,-;h;;r" encled afre;-oily one season"Dovm the road, tventy tt^t *irel northvrcsi of-ore;venne another canp evolved in rhesilver crown }Iills' -Like 

"o 
*tty minlng ua*nC*res of the era, the prcrnotionsproved to be sreater than the resourcesl silver _c?own *- rn"iaoned ahu:st at once

ffi'Lil lfj:;:? the orevenn.^"ciiv nireciory"ii"i.a 
'"ry " p'Ji*orri"" and rhree res-

Few realized at Lhe time that the era of the open range cattle indr:stry in the zur-routrding area I^as also draruins Lo an end. The'severe-winters and droughts of theiate 1880's rnruld end the;;;;u"ge forever r.,i 
"*pletely change the catrle ranch-ing industry' lhe cattl" ihJ*itrl .rr "91"u1'i*.,ivud and roday rsnai.ns as rheprincipal enterprise of the ai"a aitt,oug5it"iu-rrro.glyi'g r"ray sonevilrat to recreation"one or tvuo local historic ranches ttso-i*r"i"-L pristine enougfr condition to r,,rarrantmention in any general inrerpreti"; ;i"pG;:" 

*'

a-.

1"6



Recreational u^se of the area began as early as 1904 because of vrater developnent
in the area. After vario'u.s attonpts to supply sufficient -vmter for CLreyenne's
dsnand and following several shortage;, the Granite Springs Reservoir and supply
line rrere ccrnpleted in 1904" Ttre reserroir provided Greyenne uater tntil 1910
when an additional supply was developed at Crystal Dan,

Fresently, Silver Crovn-r and iiecla are on privately owned land" Frcrrr available
infonnation, both sites are difficult to locate and not easily accessible. D.re
to Ehese limitations, ve rnould consider ti"re interpretive potenLial of these sites
as grite low unless they can be incorporaterl into a filcre general display at dre
park r^irich identifies sclre of the region's colorful hiscory.

Cultural Resources

O:rrently, there have been no surveys for archaeol,:gica1 sites at Grrt Covdy Stale
Park. Such a. sLlrvey could be contracbed at an estimated cost of $7,500. h keep-
in with oristing legislation, before the actual survey can be started, the follow-
ing steps must be unCertaken:

ClassI-TheOverview
Detinition: A broad-b inventory of a large geographLc area, based on
previously lcrown or recorded infonnation.

Cbjectives: 1) To ccnpile, in one docr-rrent all previously recorded daLa
about the nature, distributir:n and values of cultr:ral resources in the
area covered, and 2) to derive estirnates of potential values or likeli-
hood of additional cultr:ral resources existing in the area covered.

Class II * Partial Field Inventory
Definition: A field inventory of a project area or seL of alterrrative
project areas in vfuich a systenatic smrpling strategy is used to select
achral ground portions to be examined.

Objectives: 1) To predict, within the limits of sarnpling error, the total
rx-:nrber, natr:re and distribution of cultural resources present in the area
sanpled, and 2) to locate and prepare an inventory record for each cultural
resource present on ground portions actually field-exarnined.

Class III * Csnplete Inventory

Defini.tion: A ccrrprehensive inventory of a specific project area; in alnpst
all cases it includes a field examination of the project area and an eval*
uation of resorrrces exanined.

Objectives; 1) To locate and accuratel
al resources in the project area, and
located jn the project area.

describe 1002 of the visible cultur-
) to evaluate any cultural resources

v
2

A flow chart follows, sumnarizing the above i:rformation.

L7
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rrgure 4
Gult ural Hesc;urce SurveY

Federal AgencY
iequires Permit aPPlicant to
conduct Class lll surveY

No Survey
required

Project Planning 'background rescarch
and f ile search

F ield surveyNo sltes
located

Sites located

Record

Evaluate for
NRHP

Elig ibleNot eligible

Document
igibility criteriaNo further work

Evaluate effect

Ad ver se
effect

No effect
No adverse

ef f ect

Recommend
mitigation

act ion s
No further

work

REPORTCLASS III REPORT

Agcncy completes '106' review process



Oreyerrne Stage II \,,iaLer Develop'nen.t Froject "

Ttre tl:ritecl States Forest Seriri.c€ ptan knoum as the flreyerure Stage II Water De-
veloprent Project is projected 'to increase flow of t*ater into G-rrt GovrJy State
Park ttrougfi a vtster diversion project. This flow {^ri11 be jncreased by approx-
irnately 5400 acre feet annually, using r,rater fron the North Platte River drain-
age in the }&dicine Bow National Forest" A fuh:re proposal of the Cheyenne Board
of Rrblic Utilities is the Cheyenne Stage III Water Developrrent Proposal vilrich
will reportedly supplenent the regional water reserves for Carbon, Albany, l{a-
trona, Converse, Niobrara, (krshen, Platte, and T"aranie counties. I&ter will be
diverted fxcm the Little Snake Ri-ver treadwaters and stored" It rnay then be r:sed
in the Snake Rlver drainage or transported across the ContinenLal Divide to the
North Platte River drainage, and connected with the Stage II project.

Water Uses

The primary use of the ineter in C'tan-ite ar.rd Crystal Reservoirs has traditionally
been, and will continue to be, CLreyenr:e's rnajor s'turce of drinking vater. the
Oreyeruae Board of Public Utilities drarrrs its vuater frcm Crystal Reservoir, and
attsnpts Eo keep Crystal Reservoir at a constant level. G?an:lte Reservoir acts
as Lhe ilpply for Crystal, and beecrnes zubject to much greater fluctuations.

Recreation is a secondary function of the reservoirs and is the focal point of
the nnjority of lhe park's visitors, i!4cst recreati-onsl r.rse of the reservoirs
occurs as boating and fish.iqg since both reservoirs are r,ell-stocked with rainbor,r
trout by the !ffoming (kne and Fish DeparEnent.

For rnany recreationisrs, Lhe r'aide range in reservoj.,r levels at GYanite Reservoir
can caLrse sone hardship. Surface aereage of Granite ReservoLr nay range frcn
188 acres to 50 acres or less, depending on rainfall, snornnelt and consr:nption
by Cheyeru're residents. low r,'ater levels often e>pCIse islands, sandbars and old
sttxnps. Boaters rnay beecrne discouraged by such low levels, and choose to recre-
ate in oLlrer areas zuch as G.rernsey and Glendo Stare Parks " Another deterrent
to boaters is the park's only boat 1ar-rrchlng site does not reach the vater during
laLe zunner and beccrnes weless to boaters,

Redrrced acreage nray also inconvenience otlter users <tf the lakes, sueh as picnick-
ers, sighrtsee-rs, sailors, r,uaterskliers, and rnotorboat racers. Fishermen rnay per-
ceive the graliry of the experience to be less rhan optimal as dre density of
fisherrnen asor:nd rhe lake increases, and as th.e acreage deereases" In addition,
water tanperatures mey increase, causing algae to blocxn and reach levels elrcess-
ive for good trout habitat, and this nny cause fishing to suffer.

The O:eyenne Stage II water diversificati.on project should be of value to recl:ea-
tj-onal users of Orrt Cowdy State Par{t by alleviating much <if the vnter 1evel fluc-
tuation problen. Increased r,\ater floros into eurt Goudy State Park by the project
should raise the rr,e.ter 1evel and nnderate flucfuations"

l-9
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SUMMARY OF VISITI]R USE

Approximately 81 percent of the total use of O-rrt Govdy State Park is by !ffcnuingresidents. Colorado visitors contribute an addirional-5.5 percent hfril; olher
states and coLrntries contribute 13.2 percent. A more detaiied analysis of thevisitor use data indicates 88.9 percent of all tr$orning resident pari< visitors
were ficrn larauie County.

Peak visitation.occurs durlng_ the nrnrer irnnths of June, July and August, with
approximately 64 percent of the visitation occuring drrring the r,,eekeias..

Participation patterns betioeen campers and day users indicate several relative-ly distinct differences. Canpers bre described as la.ranie Cor:nty faniliesvisiting che park for an extended i,,eekend. Canpers are flrore 1ik61y to be foirnd
relaxing, sighLseeing, hiking and boat fishing than day users.

lay users, in contrast to campers, tend to engage in activities rtrich do not
9epend on a variety of $rpport facilities. Day-users can also be described as
l,aranie County fanilies visiting the park to shore fish, picnic and re1ax.

Ttre use projections for individual activities vere calculateci frcrn data collect-
ed by the l^Yondrrg Recreation Csrnnission. Projections for 1985, Igg0, and 2000
y9I? c_GrlPutgd uqrng trend line analysis based on the park visitor use data for
1972 tLrcou$t 1981.

Results fron che trend line analysis indicate a steady and progressive increasein participation for both lnter based and land based bctivitiei. Arnong the land-
based activities, the greatest anor.rnt of use and the sharpest increase can be
expected in picnic$nsr_.tri" anticipated growth can be &pected to put an unduestrain on exisLipq fagilities. Of the m.ter-based activiries, shorelfishing is
ocpected to od:ribit the largest increase in participation.

ST]R\EY RESULTS

Visitation data gathered !y ttrq l,Iy-orning Recre,ation Ccmmission during the past
decade r,rere analyzed, fox G,rrt Govdy State Park. In addition, a uxrrE dea"iled
surve)r_ of visitors at Curt Gotdy State Park ua.s conducted dtrring l&.y to Septanberof 1.981. TLre 1981 survey consisted of on-site intervier,as of 266 aiult visitors
(16 years or older) contacted througfiout ttre park on randcmly selected r,,eekends
and weekdays.

Piace of Origin

Appro-ximately Bl percent of rhe total use of Curt,Covdy Slate park is by I,fforningresidents" Colorado contributes an additional 5"5 percent of the total-pai:k c

visitation" Despite.the large percentage 9f park visitors frcrn trfoming bnd Colo-
5ado, gtfer neighboring states also conEributb to the total park irisitltion.
the origin of wisitors to Curt Covdy State Park is presentecf in Figgre 3,

L.

I

I
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Figure 3

Origin of Visitors

As cirn be seen fron the rnore detailed analysis in Table 7, 90.8 percent of all
the park visitors frmn Wyoming r/rere fron Iaranie County and Greyenne. this is
particularly inportant becau^se it srggests the population grolrth anticipated
for laranie (br:nty will be the nrcst significant factor affecting use at G:rt
Govrdy State Park. As a result, future development at O:rt Corody should be eare-
full.y coordinated with recreation developnent within Laramie County.

TABLE 7

ORIGIN OF. RESIDEM VISI,IORS TO CURT GOU]DY STATE PARK 1981

Citv/Cotrnt'v /o

States And
Counties

73.27"

her

Golorado
5.5

Wyoming

81"3%

0reyenne/l,aranie
laranie/Albany
larimie?k
Coshentt
Mi-scel lanea;ss:k:k

Wisitor.s fr<vn these count-.ies did not specify city of origin.
;ok[]] re'naining locations contributed less rlrran 17" of the total resident visitation.

BB.9
4.8
1.9
1.0
3.4

21-



Social Groups

As can be seen fron Table 8 families and couples ccn'rprise the-nnjority-of
;p";" at tfre putf. tOS.5% combined). Families are tlre nrost freqr:ent-day user

ei;"p-izg.oZl "iiilo"eh 
couples (rg.5"il.and. fani11 apd {iq* (182) also con-

trihule zubstanti;i1;; Thbrefore, ii:' is obrierved thar-, families and couples

are the o""t fr*q,r""t-*"i= of Crit Cowdy State Park, both as carpers and as day

USCTS

l"

i
TABLE 8

TYPE OF GROUP VISITORS ARRIVED WIl}] AT CURT GO/DY STATE PARK 1981
i

Gr
o/ A1l Visitors 7" /" Users

19.
28.

5.3
32.r
37.4
6.9

13.0
4.6
0.8

7.9
25.9
32.7
8"6

15.8
7.9
1.1

10" 5
5
6
.)

0
3
5

Individual
Cotrple
Family lJnit
ExLended Fanily
Farnily and Friends
Friends
OrganLzatLon

10.
18
11

1

Colr-nrrs may not add to 1002 due to rotrnding.

Tlire of Vehicle Used

As indicatecl in Table 9 the nnst freqr:ent vehicle uqrt u9e11 by carlpers is fire
pi"t"rp or camper-7Zl,tZl al{ough autgnobi}g: !?3.72), pic}cupg Uulline trailers
irg.rTl , and l"t*touires pullin[ rrailers (73.7"b also contribrrle. substantially'
ii.,;';j;riiy rt;h; d;y,*.r" <5+.tZ> use an autonobile on1y, although.piclcrps
;;-"""i;;r-i:O.ril utJ also used. Although.the nnjgrity of canpers and day

users do not "*iunity 
require trailer parking, trailer parking will need to be

provided for canPing areas.

TABLE 9

TypE Ot-' VEHI(ILE VISITORS ARRI\ED IN AT CURT ffit^]DY STATE PARK 1981

Vehicle 7" AII Visitors 7 /o Users

23.7
13"7

Autcrnobile
Autcrnobile Rrlling Ttailer
Piclarp or Camper
Piclop Frlling Ttailer
Van
RV Motor Hcr"ire

l{iscellaneor:s*

54
0

30
4
4
5
0

26"7
19,1
6.1o,
1.5

39.1
7.7

28.6
II.7
5.3
7.1
1.1

1
8
1
5
5
3
8

2!

r.A1l reraining vehicle
Colun"rs nny not add to

types contributed less thaurr I7 of the tot-al"
1002 due to rounding.

't
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DESCR.IPIION OF VISITOR USE

Visitation levels

Figure 4 presents recent and projected annual visitation levels at C\rrt Govdy
State Park dr:ring the period frcrn 1972-2000. In the nine year period betvreen
1972 and 1981 visitation has increased by nearly 300 percent. Visitation is
projected to increase by approximateLy 67,300 visitors to Curt Corody by the
year 2000, or IIDre than nuice the 1eve1 recorded in 1981.

Figure 4

Fecent and Projected Visitation

No. of
Vis itors
150,OOO

120,000

90,000

60,ooo

30,000

o
72 73 74 75 76 77 78 79 80 81 85 90 9s 2000

Years

Period of Use

As can be seen jn Table 10, about 647 of the visitation at the park occurs on
rreekends. Althougfi no data r,ere available for year round use the main recrea-
tion season at the park appears to run frcm June to August. Therefore, fi:ture
plaruring needs to consider the provision of sr:nner recreation facilities, and
especially those appealirg to r,eekend users.

ZJ
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TABLE 10

CURT GO^JDY STATE FARK

PERCENIAGE OF VISITATION BY i^JEfl(END A}O hlEfiOAY

-TlJne -Tn1 Aris'usL

lrileekenci

\,rleekday

Totai lbntirly Use

Weekend

inleekday

Total- l,lonthly Use

l4av

s9.8

4A"2

13.4

TOIAL

l4aw

5,369.806

3,609.802

8,979.608

66"9

33.1

24.9

.Iune

LL,L62.926

5,523.062

16, 685.988

3L,732.772

15,45?.985

46,685.757

59.9

40.1

))1

&rl

9, 111, 823

6,099.901

L5,zLL.724

25,493.985

17,066.976

42,560"glr

68.2

31" I
28.3

Aueust

r2,933,718

6,030.678

t-8,964.396

36,L87.273

16,873.246

53,060.519

1981*

Septsnber

63"7

36.3

10"7

Septernber

4,557.47L

2,6A2.813

7,170.284

198I't

Septsirber

12,779.335

7,282.416

20, 061, 751

Total

64"4

35.6

100.0

Total

43,r45.744

23,866.756

57, 012.000

Total

I2A,7L7.554

65,775"M6

187,493. 000

NII',IBER OF VISIMRS BY WEEKEI\D AT{D WEEKDAY 1981,'.

N)
A

TOTAL NII"IBER OF VISITOR MYS BY WEEKEND AND I,IEEKDAY

Mnw -June Jrl\r Ausust

Ideekend 15,024.189

Weekday 10,099.873

Total }4rnthly Use 250 L?.t+.A62

xEstirnated frcm traffic counters and visitor use surveys"



Dqring peak use,.syc! as a drree 
{ay_weekend in the sunner (Labor Day, Fourth;i"i::f"T.H:;:" D'tt bl,'l-c'-or"si'iJlii""un receive as nany as 1,867

length of Stay

#.'ffi'ff: *:f:L:5 i:'{.i?'rff:.covdv canpers is 2.7 davs. The averase lengrh
Reason for Visiting

Althougfr the large najority of park visitors (both resir1ent and non-resident);3Ti3? ft 'h ff% ni:::"'. 
" 

-" 
n. lt:j*mltm j llii:*, T** ,,i s i ioi" 

- 
# 

"v" 
r

Peak Use

Reason

TABLE 11

REASONS FUR WSITING CURT GO,{DY STATE PARK 1981

Daytime sLop en route to
another destination

Overnight stop en route toanother destination

Curt Govdy State park va,sthe destination

Z Total
Visitation

6.5

4.6

88.8

50.4

49.6

Z Resident
Visitation

5.0

2.0

5s. B

44.2

Z Non-Resident
Visitation

10.4

L6.7

72.9

lbn-Res ident

29.2

70. B

93.0

TABLE 12

PERCEI.]T OF INDIVIDUALS CAT4PING BY I,OCATION OI' RESIDE^TE

A11 Visitors Resident
Day User

Camper



i"n Activity Parcicipation Patterns and Projections

Dara frcxn rhe 1981 Visitor survey vere anal yzeqio deterrnlne the per99nf38e !f
park visitor" priiicipating in avarie-ty of-different^activities available at
'Curt Govdy State Park. ThIs data is shovnr in Tabld:'l3.

Participation patte::ns between campers and day users indicate several"relatively
distincl- differences. C,anpers aie'Uest described as Laranie County fanilies vis-
il"fi;.-p;;k-i;t i ocreilded weekend" (knpers are rnore likely to be for-md re-
laxlng, sighrseeing, hiking,_ ""a-iro"i 

fishiq| lhq -a"y usel9. Both canpers and

picniclcers, howevei, enjgl shore iitfti"g and"picnigbi"g. Planning of canping and

'oi;i" ;;.u" "rr"ia'"o#ih.r 
dre piovision of^ facilities to acccrmpdate these in-

terests. Day users, in contr-ast to campers, lend to engage in activities r'ilrich

do nor depend on a variety of ""p;;;Fcitities. 
Day -ilsprs 

can also be described

as Laranie co'niy*f*oifiu'r visit^ing tJre park to shors fish, picnic and relax"

TABLE 13

ACIWITIES ENGAGED IN \^IHILE WSITING CURT CS^IDY STATE PARK -- 1981

/" A11 Visitors Carnpers 7" Dav UsersActivicy

Shore Fishing
Relaxing/Doing Nrthing
Picnicking
Sightseeing
lli-king
Boat Fishing
Nature StudY
Swi:run:ing
Pleazure Boating
Water Skiing
Driving Off-Road Vehicles
Sailing

68.
50.
45.
35.
L6.

67.
39
43
28

8
6
6
5
2
2
2
2

.7

.4
,6

tr

)
.5
.5
.1
"3
.6
.3

66
63
46
43
z5
14
11

3
5
4
2

0
B

1

7
5
2
6
1a

8
4
3
1

10
B

4
3

10
2
1

7
1

6
6
3
U

0
3
3
3
3
3

Use projections for individual activities r,ere calculated frcrn data collected by

the l,$orning necreaiion ccnnnission. Projectio-ns for 1985, 1990, 1995 and 2000

were ccrnputua *i"g-ii""a rine anatyri""tr""d on the park's visitor r:se data for
1972 tinroo$t 1981.

Results frcxn the trend line analysis in Figr.rres 5 and 6 indicatq -stea{y anf pro-
gressive increases-i" p*tlcipati-on in bot6 water-based and land-based activi-
Ei*"" Anrong the land-based aitivities, the gr_eatest ar13unt of use and the sharp-

est increase can U. &pu"ted in picnicklngr-.qtt anticipated grcxnich qan b9 gxqec-

tecl Lo p't an undue strain "" *.i99t"e fa;ilities. of the vater-based acrivities
*rror"-rl"rr,i* i" &""i.J t" "x:ribir 

Ehe greatest increase in participation'

l

2, .,

I
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Figure 5

Recent and Proiected Land Based Activities
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Figure 6

Recent and Proiected Water Based Activities
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Satisfaetion With Bcisting Facilities

The zurvey also asked visitors +if they vere satisfied with the facilities pres-
ently provided at the park. 0riera11, both campers and day users r,ere satisfied
with all facilities. However, canpers and day users dlffered as to the facili-
ties they vere least saLisfied with. Ttre campers urare 'least satisfied \'rith roads,
police security, drinking r^raler, and playgro-unds, 0r the other hand, the day users
r,vere least satisfigdl lll"playgrounds, shade, boat rtrnps, and signs within the park.
The rezults for all facilities are in .1,a.pt5i 14.

TABLE 14

SATISFACTION WIT]I DCSTING FACILITIES AI CURT MI,IDY STATE PARK -_ 1981*

Facility A11 Visitors Canrpers Iby Users

Access to lake Shore
Picnic Areas
Garbage Facilities
Parking l-ots
Campgrounds
Beaches
Vegetation Density
Restrocrns
Signs Directing Visitors

to the Park
L[unping Station
Boat lborirg
Signs Within the Park
Boat Rarnps
Shade
Playgr.ounds
Dririlcing Water
Police Security
Park Roads

4.30
4.28
4.25
4.27
4.2A
4"A9
3,99
3.95

4.26
4.33
4.30
4.M
4.34
4.13
3.99
4.07

3.7r
4.01
4.00
3,82
3. 85
3.78
3.68
3.58
3.59
3.s3

3.91
3.89
3. 87
3.77
3.77
3.72
3,67
3.67
3.48
3"45

4.34
4.25
4"19
4.13
4" 0l
4"04
3.97
3.82

3" 87
4.00
3,77
3.72
3.70
3.66
3.66
3.80
3.38
3. 81

rcJ=Vsay Satisfied
4:Satisfied
3=Neutral
2=Lkrsatisfied
1=Very.tLrbatisfied

29
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Perceived Problans

In the 1981 survey, visitors lrere asked the extent to virich they experienced^a

"*nU.i 
of problern's'during their visit lo Curt Govdy State Park.(Table 15). Over-

^fi, if," pioblmrs oer* n6t nnjor and did not pppear to lranper the experlgnce.
ttru't-"r torrronly perceived pioblm for both Canpers and dgy-users !{as litter,
althougfr the pro6lLo *" pereeived in rJifferent degrees. A11 problgns perceived
by visltor* orer. "fight" 

'The n-qjor problors fafed-by cdnpelg I'nre litter, broken
llnf.r and grill", 

"ild 
veter pollutibn, vfii19 the rnajor probl-qrs for day gsers

also includEl reckless boating and noisy visitors. These problans and others
could becone fargei in the fi:Eure as viiitation increases in the paIF. Therefore,
iil;; problens sfiould be handled carefully and eliminated, if possible, before
tirey affect nore visitors "

TABLE 15

PROBLA'IS EIrcOUNIERBD BY CURT GO^]DY STATE PARK VISITORS 198l't

Problsn A1l Visitors Canpers Day Users

i-

Noisy Pets
IJnreasonable Regulations
Conflicting Activities
T?erffic Congestion
llnsafe Facilities
Inadeq-rate Rule &rforcexnent
Excessive Canping Fees
ijncontrolled Pets
Reckless Driving
Vandalisrn
Rude Visicors
Overcrcnoding
Noisy Visitors
Broken Picnic Tables & Grills
Water Pollution
Reckless Boating
Litter

rkJ:fu1 E"xtrene Amount
4=Qqite A l.oL
3:A Moderate A.rnount
2=A Little Bit
l:Not At All

1

1

1

1

1
1

I
1

1

1

I
1
1

1

1

1
1

1

1
1
1

1
1

-L

I
1

1

1
1
1
l-
1
l_

1

I
2

22
23
32
32
33
34
35
36
t.1+I
4L
43
49
54
56
6L
53
0i

1.30
r.26
L.45
1. 39
7.42
r.47
1,37
1.46
7.39
r.49
7"54
1.53
r.62
r.52
1.65
r.82
2.I9

.15
10

.20

.2-6

.7_3

.2I

.31

.27

.42
at

.32

.M

.44

.58

.56

.43

"80

t-

h.-
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P}iOJBCTED FACILITY NEITJS AND ]MPROVEMMfIS

TABLE 16

FUI'L]RE DEVEICIPMENTS AND IMPT1OVEMENIS

CONSIDERED APFIIOFR.]ATE BY CURT M^IDY STATE PARI{ VISITORS '- 1981

tracility l'ieeds

Deficiencies in e><isting park facili.ties becane apparent vfren considgring visi-
tor use data deriveO duiing the 19Bl season. long*range use projections -are
based on the visitor use dita, ancl althougir speciiic user -preferences and be-
havior may vary, the dernnrl fcr all activ:Itieu ig-expected to increase' To

meet these increase,J de"rnnds, the mrnber of facilitibs serving these activi-
ties must also be increased.

bfuture Developments and Improvanents

I4arry of the respondents to the 1981 survey have expressed- t-he need for g hlgher
f."Lf 

"of-prtL 
aloelopoetlt" Some campers bo ncrt necessqri!.y.seek a rustic oc-

p*ri"rr"u and rroull rir<e to see develbpnent of -srrpport 
facilities sucl'r as shovuers

and electrical a5d rnrater hoola:ps. A mmber of day users desire the developfix$t

"f pi"nic shelrers, iight" in "toilets, hiking trails gqd park rangery. - Both ctrnp*

ers'and day users desiTe the development of i fi-rst aid center and flush Loilets"
These and otlrer Oevetopnent and impiovanent needs are listed in Table 16.

l

Deve 1 opnent s / knPr overent s

"/

A1l Visitors Canpers

a/

Day Users

Ftrst Aid Centers
Flush Toilets
Shor,,ers
Picnic Shelters
Lights i:r Toilecs
Electrical & Water Hook-lJPs
Hilcing TYails
Park Rangers
Group Picnic Areas
Paved Roadvrays
Single lJnit Picni-c Areas
Gror,:p Canpgrounds
Single tlniu Campgcounds
Boat Docl':"s
Developed Recreation Areas
Lights in Canpgrounds
Boat Rarps
Park Personnel
I"lanned Visitor Center
Laundry Facilities

25"6
25.6
22.r
20.9
19. B

18.6
17,lr
15.1
14.0
14.0
11. 6
10.5
10.5
8.1
8.1
a1
7"0
7"C
4.7
3.5

23.8
23.8
28.6
9.s
9.5

19 "0
14" 3
7.r

11.9
14.3
7.r

11"9

27 "9
25.6
16.3
32.6
30.2
18.6
20"9
23.3
16.3
14.0
16"3
9.3
7.4

11.6
7.0
7.0
9.3

11.6
7.0
2"3I

14.3
4.8
9.5
9,5
4.8
2,4
2.4
4.8

/1
I

\"
I l')'.,\''

," fus-t*

\
I l- -: l-

-i. .,. a' \

i1.,

- :.')
-_i I

(1.... J t "

C -i t-'r{r
'-'L:,, {-i l-:" "

31



'|

Canrpsitest: Ttre f980 \,Iyoming SCORP sunrnary has identified that in 1979,
Region One, vilrich consists of Goshen, Platte, I-aranie, Albany and Carbon
counties, had a shortfall of 1020 canpsites, The data frcrn Curt Covdy State
Park shor,rc<l an estimated shortfalt of 152- canpsibes in 1981.

a) 1981 use2/Average party srreT = D{umber of canping parties
24.750/2.9 : 8,534

b) Season length3/Average length of stay?: lftmber canping parties per site
125/2.7 : 46.30

c) lft:rnber cairping parties/Nr:mber parties per site2 = lftrnber of sites requirecl
8,5'34/46.30 = 184

d) lfr.mber projected siLes needed - existing sites = Fresent shortfalls
184- 32=I52

4

a)

In 1990, the l,rlyoming SCORP indicates an esLimaLed shorLfall of 2625 catp-
sites" The park data estimates a shortfall of 262 canpsites at G-rrt Goidy
State Park in 1990.

Anticipated 1990 ,r"o5/A.rurage party sLr"Z = Nh:rnber of canping parties
39,47012.9 = 13,610

Season length/Average leqgLh of stay = Irlurnber of calping parties per site
12512,7 : 46.30

lfr:mber canping parties/l$xrber parties per site : lfurnber of sites regrired
L3,6I0/46.30 : 294

l$.:rnber: projecEed sites needed - E:<isting site : Ntnrfier additi-onal sites
needed by 1990

294-32=262

b)

c)

d)

1'T'he picnic sites on tlre south shore of both reservoirs and the sites near
Hynds Iodge
anci contain

are the sites classified as canpsites because they are larger
ilrrre vegetation.

2Figur*" obtaine<l frcrn t9B1 State Park VisiLor Use Sunrnary.

3s.o"or, lerrgth ves determined to luve run fron mid-I4ay throrrgh rnid-Septanber
for a total of 125 days.

4Al1 ,hottfalls for canpsites are based trpon the assurnption all campers camp
in designaLed siLes on1y.

5Figrt*, obtained througfr trend line analysis of 1981 Visitor Use Data.
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Region Ole had no need for
Park shows a shortfall of

Picnic Facilities6: lhe 19 B0 Wyorning SCORP sunrnary has i{enlified tttat in 1979

nnrl pic[ic sites. The data fr<rn Curt Covdy State
11 picnic sices in 1981.

a) l9B1 use2/Average party sL,e-Z : lftirnber of picnic groups
28,093/3.3 = 8, 513

b) Length of season x Ii-rrnover per dayT = l{tnrber of picnic groups per site
125x2.5=312.5

c) I{i.nnber of picnlc groupsl}ft:nrber of picnic groups per site = lfr-rtber of sites
required 8,5L313I2,5 : 27

d) t{unrber of projected sites needed - Deisting sites = lft-unl:er additional sites

6pi.oi" facilities are all tlie sites not classified as canpsites such as those
on the east and r,est shores of both reservoirs.

78."*** rmst picnickers s[ay at a site for a short time, a turnover rate of
2.5 will be r.rsed,

fohu.r*g"rive ngniber indicates that in 1981, G:rt Gotdy State Park had 11 more

picnic sites than it needed.

gBy 

"*rprrison 
of the shortfalls of ca.nping"sites and the abr:ndance of picnic

"it*", 
iC t" recognizerJ fhat exEra picnic iites can be considered canrpsites"

Thereiore, tle coirected 1981 need for canpsites is:

ItesenL shortfalls of campsites * Fresent .short-falls of picnic sites =
Corrected Need I52 + (-11) = I/+I

The corrected 1990 need for canpsites is:
ttrnber: addiriorral canpsite needed by 1990 * Lfr:nrber additional picnic
sites needed by 1990: Corrected Need

262+8:270

t

needed 827 - 38: -11

In 1990, the lrryoming SCORP inrJicated an estimated shortfall of 585 picnic
si-tes will ari'se. frre park data estimates 8 picnic sites above r,*rat is
needecl in 1.990

a) Antici,pated 1990 ,r"*5/Arrutage party size : Nurnber of picnic groups
47,33413.3 = 14,344

b) Length of ""*"o# 
x T\:rnover per day = N-mber of picnic groups per site

125x2"5=312"5

c) Lfirnber c,f picnic groups/t{r:irber picnic groi-lps per site = lft-urber of sites reqrrired
It+,344/3I2"5 = 46

d) lr1rnber projected sites needed * E:<i-sting sites = Nli:rnber additional sites
needeci by 1990 o

46-38=B'

I

5

,

I
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@ C\rrt Covdy State Park provides one boat ranp on G?anite
Springs Reservoir. lb docking facilities are currently provided.

Present Neet-ls:

a) 1981 use2/Average party sL""Z = lfi.mber boatine groups
5,94813.2 : 1.,859

b) Season length3 x Nrnber boats launchecl and renoved each day : 10 N-onbut boats
acccnrn:dated

I?-5x12=1,500

c) ltirrnber boating groups/l(mrber of boals per ramp = lrLurber ranps needed

L,85911,500 : l

d) ILmber ranps needed - lt-unber existing ,*np"11 = Presenl shortfalls
\-,

1-1:0 ""'""l',l# fltr..-'''t'.o\,'c'i'"'=-t'.-
f *o' 

l

1990 Needs;

a) Anticipated 1990 ur"u57Arr"rage party size : Nr-unber boating groups

L2,43I!3.2 : 3,885

b) Season length x lrfunJrer boats laur:checl and rsnoved each day = t(mrber boats
accunrpdated

125x12:1,500

c) I\:inber boating groups/lfunrber of boats per ranp = \l-rnber ranps ne"dedl2

3,895/1,500 = /
d) Nmtber projected rarnps needed - lfrrnrber of ocisting ramps : N.$nber additional

ramps needed

2*1:1

1%ft* figure vas obtainecl by estimating each boat requirecl L hour to launch and
4 ln:nlr to rsnove frcrn the reservoir. With a single ranp and a 12 hour day, 12
boats could be- launched arrd rernoved.

1lTh. existing r.mp is a single ranp consisting of one 1ane.

lttu nunber of ranps neecled is achrally 2.5, another ccmplete ramp must be
pr,ovidecl by 1990.
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The addition of another boat ranp r,nuld cause an increase in the nr-mrber of
boats on Granite Springs Reservoir. The carrying capacity of this reservoir
is limite<l and couid easily be exceeded with increasing levels of use. The
minimum area needecl per boit is two acres, trith vialer skiing requiring addi-
tional space.

Non-Power Boating Facilicies

Curt Cowdy State Park is unigre in that it provides for a variety of boating
experienc-es. I^trrile po\^rer boating is popular at.Granite Spri-qgs Reservoir, ,
Crystal Reservoir is'generally i[acceisible to large polrer boats due to the lack
of boat ramps, and is-effectively reserved for stm.11 por/ipr boats and non-por,aer
boats. CrysCal Reservoir is large enougfi to acccrffmdate the projecLed increase
in non-por,uer boating at least througlr the year 2000.

Water Supply

The exlstirrg facilifies for supplying water at the park consist_of two water
prnnps at Grinite Springs Reservoir. lb r,,Iater pumps are.currenLl-y provided 3t
bry-stal Reservoir.^ A 5cnanon standard for r.ater -suppll^ig tha! the unit to be
supplied with r^ater should be located not nxrre than 300 feet frcm the source of
wat^ur. The vater supply fal1s far short of this standard, particularly at Crystal
Lake Reservoir.

Restrocms

Itere currently exist 17 restrocms at G:rt Govdy State Park. An agcepted -standardfor restrocrns i" for one nrale/fenale restro<m to service 150 people per day" The

1981 visitor estimate shcxoed that during peak day use periods, I,867 persons r^Pre

on-site, indicatirg only tvelve restrocrns are required. Thus, the pr9geq!^s1ryp1y
of restroons greatfy exteeds the need. The 1990 visitor estimate Ls 97,209 people
and only four"additional restrools will be reg:ired to service those -people. There-
fore, tire resLrocrns provided at the park are in excess of present and projected needs.

Miscellaneous Facility lbeds

Curt Gordy State Park provides rnany sites for the handicappe_d irylu{ing a special-
1y design-ed fishing pibr. llandicafped faciliti?g.aPpear. to be. in adequate. supply,
gir*n tfie 1ow nrmbEr- of handicapped visitors uqill-1i1tg _the park; however, better
iigning is necessary. Signs should be provided vfrrich direct visitors to ttrese
siEes is 1,e11 as to other-facilities zuch as \^Eter zupplies, boaL rtrnPS and zupport
facilities.

FACILITY

TABI-E 17

PRESENI AND FT]IURB FACI].ITY NEEDS

1981 NEEDS 1990 NEEDS

i Campsites
Picnic Facilities
Power Boat Rarnps
Non-Power Boat Facilities
Water Supply
Restrocrns

:k:lrf[s estimated nunrber of needed facilities is unlarcnn-r.

262
8
1

0
-t--L

I52
0
0
0

J.L

00
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I. Ibintain Natural Resources

A

Based on exj-sting use patterns and the limitations of the natural
resources, a nnderate 1evel of development is considered appropriate.
The challenge is to rnaintain both a sense of security and-a pristine
atrnosphere ilhile acccnmodati.ng the increasing recreation dqnand. Cer-
tain ireas of ttre park will be betrer suited for npre intense develop-
ment vftrile other aieas should be kept in a natural state.

Goal: Development should be consistent with the character of Lhe area.I

Objectives:

Goal: Developnent
Gowdy State

z;.c . -( .1 :' ';' :: 12 
t--i)' '

1.

)

. -, 3"

Minjmize disruption to oeisting topography and landform.

Mi,nirni-ze disruption to the park's exi-sting vegetation.

Utilize native plant nnterials for landscaping in the park.

Utilize native rnaterials vtren building strucfilres rdrenever
feasible.

Design sLructures vtrich are ccmpatible with the exlsfing
land.scape.

Maintain and improve oristing udldlife habitat within the
par:k.

should nurincain or imprrrve visual quality at CI:rt
Park"

5

6

B

Chjectives;

1" Plan developnent so tlr,at scenic vistas and visual corridors
are not disrr4pted.

Utilize scenic views in designing park facilities.

Inprove areas in the park tlrat are vizually unattractive..

Clientele

&cisting data indicate that fmrllies, moderate size groups, residents
and day-visitors are the primary users of Curt Gowdy SLate Park" In
the fu-tr:re, the park should conti:rue to provide recreation opportr-rni-
Lies for non-residents and overnigfrt visitors"

A. Goal: Qporturrities for day and overnight use should be prouided for
f,anilies and other Sroups.

2

II

:

I
I
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A. GoaI: Opporhl:r-ities for day and overr-right tise should be provided for
fanilies and c'rthe:: groups.

Cbjectives:

1. Increase and lmprove playground facilities.

2. Frovide open-field play ai:eas in park development.

3. Provide trails for access to specific destinations
or to interpretive areas.

4. Provide picnic shelters to acccnrnrdate gronrps or
fanily outings.

Goal: Provide adequate access to new and existing facilities for
special populations.

Objectives:

1. Confo::m with existing federal and state regulations
and standards for handicapped visitor access in tlre
developnent of rtrnps, paths, enLrances, handrails,
furnirr-rre and restroctns.

Provide access for special populations in such a nanner
they are not segregated frcrn other recreationists.

Provide signs thr,at direct handicapped visitors to
special facilities.

ftral: Provide greater at'f,areness of available recreation resources
for non-iesident users at Curt Covdy SLate Park.

t)

2

3

C

Cbjectives:

1. Improve existing and provide additional signs to direct
non-resident visitors to and frcrn the park.

III. Facilities/Activities
Facilities should be clustered at central locations to create better
accessibility, provide nxrre open-space, inprove rnaintenance efficiency
and deter vandalisn.

Goal: l.{ajor use areas should be developed with facilities placed to
serve these areas efficientlY.

Objectives:

1. OrganLze canping into nrajor developed areas.

A
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2" Organize picnicking into nrajor developed areas'

3. I-ocale resfrooms 1-:r carnping and'picnic areas'

4. T-ocate potable l\ater sources in conjuncrion with
restroons

5.locaLeplaygroundsinconjunctionwitlrpicnicand
canPing areas.

Goal: Adeq:ate opporttnities for qqnping and picnigking are to be

pro.rid.d at'both Gyanice and crystal Reservoirs.

Objectives:

i. T-ocate canping facilities in accessible areas vtrich pro*
viOe visiCbi":,nith a feeling for the natural setting'

2. Provide an appropriate nr:rrrber of canpsites in the pgrk
to accqrrnodatL visj tor dernands virile rannining withi-n
the envirorrnental constraints of the area'

3. Design canping areas to acccrnrnodate tents' carnpers and

t railers.

4.Designcanpgrorrndsintoloopsystgnssuchthatclosures
.r., # o1"Jlitot nnintenance- and adequate separation can

be achieved betrneen areas'

5" Provide a rnater source within 300' of each canrpsite'

6.Placetrashcontainersbetweeneverycanpsite.

1. Iaovirje a potable vatel source within 300' of nnjor
Picnic areas.

8. Provide one trash container for every three picnic sites'

g.Provideonegroundlevelgrill.-andoneconcretepicnic
table for each picnic or canpsite'

Goal: Efficient circulation ttffougfrout the park should be prcmoted'

1. Control vehicular traffic to designated roads and

revegeiate unneeded roads tlrougfr seedbed preparation
and seeding.

2. Balance the need for direct access with safety and aes-
thetic considerations in the design on roads'

3. Design cireulation routes to acccrffrpdate over-size rec*
reatlonal vehlcles and trailers"

la
I

f-

il
I

tI
:

I

lL

:

i
38



D

4. Develop an efficient and r:niform signing systsn to improve
traffib flow wirhin the park.

5. Develop a foot trail systan for those areas vilrere motorized
access is unacceptable.

6. Design secondary park roads to be unpaved in order to reduce
developirent and nnintenance costs.

Goal: Section 17 should be nnintained in a natural state vtrile providing
opportunities for controlled visitor s{posure to the area.

Objectives:

1. Provide a limited ntrnber of desi-gnated canpsites and picnic
sites in order to maintain ttre nahrral environnent.

2. Provide a road througfr Section 17 or along its periphery
with adeqrate pulloffs to serve day and/or overnight use.

3. Provide a picnic area(s) with sites equipped with picnic
tables and grills.

4. Provide a primi-tive carnping area with sites designated for
fire rings and site ru.unbers.

5. Provide a nnre developed carnping area with sites equipped
with picnic tables and grills.

Goal: Facilities at the Hynds lodge area and associated picnic grounds
should be rnaintained and orpanded.

Objectives:

1. Consider tlre developnent cf :in outdoor anphitheater in the
vicinity of l{ynds lodge to accorundate groups using the
area and park visitors.

2. The existing trail should be expanded to provide access to
a larger portion of the llynds Iodge area.

Goal: Existing potable r,eter sources and durp station should be rnain-
tained.

Objective:

1. Provide improved signing for exlsting facilities.

Goal: Playground facilities in the park should be increased and im-
proved.

E

F

G
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l.q

I

H.

K.

Objectives:

1. Frovide at least one playgrcrund area in close proxirnity
to each najor Picnic area.

2, Provide adequate play opportunities for children of all ages"

Goal: Boating and swimning activity should be controlled in both res-
ervoirs.

Objectives:

1. Limit boat access to the boat rffIp.

Z. provide adeqr-rate signs to inform the public of a "no swiJrmlng"
policy.

Goal: B:cogragelent of off sfuore, boat and ice fishing should be con-
tinued.

Objectives:

1. Consider the provision of a fish cleaning station at each
reservoir.

Z. Utilize picnic shelters as vrarnLlng huts dr.rring the winter
to encourage ice fishirg in Granite Reservoir'

Coal: Eliminate all activities inccnpatible with lsoming Recreation
Corrunission policy, eco'system rnanagenent, or visitor safety'

Objectives:

1. Prohibit firearms and hunting within park boundaries.

Z. prohibit all nptorized off-road activity within park bound-
aries.

3. Prohibit canping in non-designated areas'

Coal: The oristing archery range should be rnaintained un-less safety
hazards develoP.

Objectives:

1. Provide signing for safety and infonnational reasons"

2, l/bintain the archery range unless the proposed usage,of
the surrounding area is not ccrnpatible vrith that activity"

J
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IV. Marngonent

C

A

Efficiency in nranaganent is required in order to reduce operating costs,
provide for the visiLor's c<rnfort and ve1l being, inprove visual quality
of the park anci to improve the image of the l,&oming Recreation Ccrnnission
as manager of Curt Gowdy StaLe Park,

Goal: Provide ade<1:ate 1aw enforcsnent r^dthin the park.

Cbjective:

1. Expand law enforcsnent capabilities of the l,ffoming Recreation
Coirnrlssion or improve current agreernent with thg Laranie County
Sheriff 's Deparbner:t and lffoming Departrnent of Garne and Fish.

B Coal: laaxinnrn effort strould be provided wichin the park to enzure the
safety of visitors.

Objeclives:

1. Limit access to CrysEal Reservoir Dam througfr fencing.

2. Construct railings on and adjacent to Granite Reservoir
Dan to ensure visitor safety"

Frovide directional and infonnational signing prcxnoting
visitor safety within the park.

Goal: Ihintenance and operation of the park facilities should be made
more efficienL rirenever possible.

Objectives:

1. llire additional rnintenance personnel on both a full-time
and part-time basis.

2 Utilize rucod cleared during normal maintenance operations
as free firer^ood for visitors.

3. Construct facilities with durable materials.

4. Utilize facility designs that discourage vandalisrn and
provide for simple uajntenance operations.

5 Repair all facilities prcnptly to discourage further van*
dalisrn.

bvry out nonrral nraintenance operations including road
improvemenls and garbage collection in a timely and effi-
cient firanner.

3

6
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D Goal: The oclsting nethod of collecting canpground fees at the park
should be imProved.

Objective:

1. Install fee drop-off box at each canpground to redrrce

tirne sPent collecting fees.

Coal: Expand and improve park l'reaoquartels to serve as a visitor
center
1. Park headquarters should be further dev-eloaed to errhance

the exp;;i"""u of the growing nuiiber of visitors to the
park.
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DEVEICIPMENI RECO4ME TIONS

Ttre developnent objectives provide direction arrd guidance for the formation
oi-tiru c"tt Covdy fuprehenlive )4aster Plan. T?re-developrnent reconnendations
o.-intunaed to serve the sristing and future needs of t!" people rniro use the
putf. "nife nninr;ining the qua]"itfes vthich nnke Curt C;owdy ftgte Park an attrac-
tive recreationai r""[rrt"".' This plan is organized into critical issues and

"iu" pf""". The organizational foi:nrat is as follows: '

I. CRITICAL ISSUES FACING TUTURE DEVEI,OII'IENI

t-.

A. Tndi.scriminate use of resources

-,,-o}t- 
B" s will

Acquir irre a parcel of land in Section 22.

lack of s e 1 those
ap

II. AREA PLANS

A" Park Headquarters/Itvnds I-odse and fuction 17.

G?anite Springs Reservoir "

Crystal Lake Reservoir.

Conceptr.ml site plans , at a scale of t inch equals 300 feet are presented for
each of these three Area Plans.

I. CRITICAL ISSUES FACING FUruRE DE\ruLON4ENI

These problons and solutions are impoltant t" tl" implenentaLion of the plan and

should'be considered in all aspects of the developnent process'

A. Indiscriminate use of resources motorized vehicles and individuals
te

and

C

D

B

c

Ihis indiscriminate use fron free-form acLivities (activitieq that occur
in an area vilrer.-i""iiities for the activity are not p!-ovided) has caused

undue erosion and destruction of ftagile vegetation. Since dre park
carurot tolerate this tlpe of use, fr6e-forrn u.qers should be encouraged to
;;;ih" rcrrest Service-iands that have areas designated for less struc-
tured use.
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B sca will event ation

is not sufficient to properly op-
()

s
erate and nnintain proposed devel:iments. Adequate staffing and
funding must be provided in conjunction with propcised development
to prevent deterioration of both facilities and the resource.

C a of land in Section 2

The CI<isting road betr,een Granite and Crystal Reservoirs is located
on private 1and. A goal of the lsoming Recreation Ccnrnission should
be to acquire tha[ parcel of land in Section 22 vfiich the road is now
sih:aced on. Acquisition of Lhis land vnuld nnke the park one contig*
uous land mass. Because the topography is relatively f1at, it may be
suitable for future developnent or expansion.

D. Isck of signa.qe, especially desiqnatine llandicap facilities.

A ccrnprehensive uniform signage syston is definitely needed in the
park. Such a signage systql vould direct visitors to Ehe various
recreational areas in tlre park and inform them of the appropriate
use of certain areas. The signs will also designate facilities that
are accessible to handicapped visitors. These facilities will be
open to use by all visitors vilren the park is full, but handicapped
visiLors will have priority and can reserve a site through a reser-
vation systeTr,

II. AI1BA PtAl'lS

Adequate 1aw enforcsnent capabilities are needed in all of the follovring areas
to asstrre the protection of visitors, facilities, vegetation and road systens.

A. Park

Future developnrent in the Park L{eadqr:arters/Hynds lodge area should
inelude a ne\^7 entrance road and a snall anphitheater constructed frcrn
native nnterials. the conceptual plan for tiynds Iodge and Section
17 shows the locations of the proposed entrance and arphitheater.

Curt Govdy State Park currently lacks a focal point for visitor con-
trol and information distribution. As a result, it is difficult ro
control the rnlnber of people using the park and the dissmrination of
infornration to the visicors is ljmited. These problars will be cor-
rected by construction of an entrance road directly across fr<rn the
Park Headquarters. Ttre present road into the Park l{eadgrarters should
then be closed. A loop or turnaround area will need to be provided
to allow a srnooth flow of traffic for tlre dr-np station area. The new
road will provide easier traffic flow to parlcheadquarters, energency
facilities and the durp sLation, imprwe control over use of l{ynds
Lodge and decrease traffic flcivv near the Superintendent's hor.rsing,
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The irmrediate objective for developnent of Seetion 17 is to restrict
all use of ttre area until proteccion of th.-: resource can,be,ade-quately
provided. Also, an archaeological survey of this area should be ccm-
pteted befare any developrnent oqcu1q. This area: contains scenic rocky
iidg.s and dense- vegetation vfrich, serves as a cover for the abundant
witdt:-fe. This teriain allcnrs for a large nurnber of carping and pic-
nicking sites. The development plan of Section 17 consists of three

,t,

The first canponent invotves morritoring for snorp pack i1 the grea
along tlre eastern boundary of Section 17. This area will include
the new nnin entrance road, and sncx^r pack should be npnitored fo
detenulne the ultimate feasibility of the suggested road change.
Also, a trail systqn that connecl-s cmlping and picnicking sites and
provides access througfrout the section needs to be designated and
developed.

Ccnponent tlrc involves restricting Section 17 to foot traffic turtil
the l,{yoming Recreation Conrnission has adequate law enforcetent caPa-
bilities. -The provision of adeqrate law enforcsrent rnculd alloro for
ttre develotnienc of a loop road systern to canping and picnic\iqg fa-
cilities in the area vil:rile still protecting the integrity of the site.
T\oenty five primiLive canpsites (ntrnbered post and fire pit), seven
picnic sites, and a central fireroood collectinn area are proposed in
Section 17.

C,orponerrt tlrree should be inrplernented after adequate laty enforcsnent
cap-abilities are provided to keep vehicular traffic on designated
ro'"ds. Tlhis conpbnent involves nnving the rnain entrance road to the
park frcm its prbsent location in the Granite Springs area, to Section
77. Ttre road rrnuld run south fron the Park l{eadqr:arters along the
eastern edge of Section 17 and exlt the site at the current archery ,
rar€e parking lot" hbving the location of the nnin entrance road r'rculd
a115w increaied control of visitor aceess, iuprove surveillance of vis-
icor activities, provide for an improved rrethod of disserninating lnfor-
mation and providls for easier implanrentation of reservation and fee
collecting iysfans, The road will also integ{ate the park as one r:nit,
and will proviae a partinrlarly scenic view of Section 17 as r'el1 as
Granite Springs Reservoir.

Section 17 offers a contrast [o the predoninantly water-based recrea-
tion activities of the park and adds to the diversity of experiences
available. T?re additional canpsites and picnic sites proposed for the
section will further help to satisfy existing and funrre dsnands for
these faciliti-es.

B" Granite Reservoir.

1" lil:rth S:rore

lh.e developmenc for this area includes restructuring and rehabilitation
of the existing facilities. The area is reccrmrended for day use/pic-
nicking on1y. -Ihe picnic sites are clustered around four loop roads
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branching off fron one rnain road. Each site includes one table, one
fire pit, with access to viLlter, restro$ns, ,and trash disposal. The
first loop has seven sites, the second loop has five sites, the third
loop has three sites, and tlre fourth loop has four sites. The Granite
Springs Reservoir conceptr,ral rlap illirstrates the location of each loop
road and eacl'r individual site. lbny secondary roads noua exist on the
north slrore tlrat neetl to lle elosed and reclaimed rhrough regrading and
reseeding. New plantings and tlrcir locations will be distinguished frctn
odsting vegetation. Near the picnic siEes, an unstructured play/ball-
field and a playground are planned for use by children and groups. The
boat ranp is accessed througfi the day use area on the ruesL shore of tlre
reservoir. The o<isting boat ranp needs to be rebuilt and e>rtended to
rnake it usable at low r,rater levels. The boat ranp parking area should
also be enlarged and parking spots designated to acccnmodate rnore cars
and trailers.

The day use/picnic area is situated in open and rolling topography on
the edge of the reservoir. Develolrrrent of che norltr shore is designed
to take advantage of existing restroons and water facilities, as rne1l
as existing picnic sites. Becar-rse an excess nrrnber of restrocms exist
in this area, the unneeded ones should be rsnoved and stored.for relo-
cation on nevrly developed areas within the park.

Ibre water spigots need to be added and scrne of the existing tables
and grills need to be upgraded or replaced.

2. South Shore

Ttre rnajor developnent feabures of the south sttore are the redesign
of existing sites for canping and possible e4pansion of canping fa-
cilities eastward and souLhvard across the road. The carping area
rno-uld consist of a group site (tvo 10 feet tables, Llnlc fire pits,
and turc large tent pads) and 49 individual sites (one table, one fire
pit and one tent pad) ch:stered around central restroons, r,.rater,and
trash dlsposal facilities. The canpground is

topography. l'{ore
designed to take advan-

tage of exist trees andr-ng
thisveloped, but vould require locating facil

The southeast shore of

canrpsiLes could be de-
ities at undesirable
GYanite Reser-sites arnray frcm trees.

voir, near the dam, could be used for both canping and by
groups if needed. G?oups rnrculd be able to reserve sites through a res-
ervation systsn, vhich ruruld force individual carpers to utilize indi-
vidual sites.

3. Archery Range

The only proposed developnent for tlre archery range is erypansion of
the parking and turnaround area, and the addicion of inforrnational
signs. A rrarning system should also be added to notify users others
are on the course.
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C. Crvstal l-ake Reservoir.

A boat ranp is not reccnnended becar-r.se the surface acreage of the
reservoir is too srirall to acconnodate large nrotorized boats' Crystal
La.ke Reservoir should be restricted to srnall nptorized or non-fiptor-
ized boats.

1. Northvest Shore

The nortln,est shore of Crystal lake Reservoir contains the nnst o,pen

;'p;";-;A ttt" ift" greatest potential for developnenl of 
-caniping 

fa-
cilities. Howeveri this arba has received extehsive off-road vehicle
*" *:ti.tt has caused erosion and irreversible danage to tlre present
,r*gut"tiott. Extensive revegetation is needed to return the area to
an"accepfable condition. Ai"o, existing secondary roads need to be

closed off and reseede-d.

There are eleven individr:al canpsites proposed drich will be acces-
sible by a loop road sYstern.

2. South Store

Very little lan<l acreage exists within the park on the south shore

oi-'Cty"ttl Lake Reserv6ir; therefore, lhe aiea should be restricted
i" fiirirud caraprng and picnicking. Additional picnic sites need to
be acided ancl tire Existing sites upgraded. A-total of ten canpsites
*ifi U. provided in the 5r"a. ThJpicnic.and canpsires should be ac-
cessible^to water, restrocrnsn and trash disposal facilifies. Parts
of *t" area should be revegetated to help curb existing erosion'

r_'
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Source Itexn

CURT GCXdDY STA'IE PARK

1982 Unit Cost and Source

Ihit Cost

WRC

WRC

WRC

WRC

[{RC
KH
I^IRC

EKI^I

WRC

I,JRC

WRC

KH
IdRC

V\IRC

MDNR

UIRC

KH
IdRC

WRC

WRC

KH
WRC

K{
KH
WRC

WRC

wRG'(
I,TRC

WRC

WRC

iJId

WRC

{J,oP"k

KH
I^IRC

Ht<t^I

MDNR

MI

Concrete Boat Ranp (20' x 200')
Asphalt Road (2-way)
Gravel P.es.6J (2-way)
Gravel pesd (l_way)
Gravel Parki.ng T-ot
Concrete Picnic Table (10' x 6')
l,rlood Picnic Table (10' x 6')
Fire-rings
Restroon (Vault TyPe)
F{andicap Restro<xt (Vault f}Pe)
Restrocm (Flush Tlpe)
lfr.mrbered hlcod Post
Directional lrlcod Signs
hfornrational Signs
Group S:relter
lliking Ttails
0:rildien' s Playgrotrnd (srna11)
Footbridge
Tent Pad
Sel f -Registration Canisters
'IYash Cans
Restrocrn Remcival
Dri,1.ling lrlater l,r]ell
I,rlater llydrant
Waterline Instat lation
lland nffp
Site Preparation
Seedi-ng
Fence (4 barbed wire)
C"ate (20r)
Boulder Placanent
Arcl'raeological Survey
Anrpiritheater

$ 150.
20.
11.
6.
1.

500.
200.

OO LF
OO LF
OO LF
OO LF
OO SF
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
OO SF
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
00 tF
OO EA
OO LF
OO SF
OO EA
OO EA
OO EA
OO LF
OO EA
OO LF
OO EA.
00 Acre
00 Acre
80 LF
OO EA
OO HR

OO EA
OO EA

30.
1"

2r.
13.

000.
30.

200.
5.

300.
800.
600.

s00.
50.

000.
000.

150.
15,000.
19,000.

10.
24.

1,500.
20,000.

)
15,000.

74.

5

1

i
3,

15,

a_

.L

.L.L
Sice preparation costs vary according to terrain, etc.
There r,,as no ecact cost estimate available"

Keyhcile State Park |hster Plan
Irlyoniing Recreation Connrlss ion
klness Kimball Wilkins State Park }hster Plan
Michigan Deparbnent of Natural Resources
liriversity of hlyoming

L

!I

5r"



CURT GO,fDY STATE PARK

Esrinated Development Cost Detail 1982

Location and Description

1) Park HeadquarEers/Hynds lodge

6 Picnicking Sites
6 Concrete Picnic Tables
6 Fire-rings
3 Trash Cans

15,000 LF of Hiking TYails
1-6' Footbridge

Gravel Parking Areas
2-70 Cax Parking Areas (100' x 200' @)

1,200 LF of l&terline
2 Water l{ydrants

4 Directional Signs
1 C'ate (20')
3,060 SF Seedirg
14,700 LF of Gravel Road (2-my)
Amphitheater

Direct Cost

+

40,000.00

00
00
00

00
00

000
900

39

000
180

3

30,

00
00

00
00
00
00
00

000
400

6

80.
500.

42.
161, 700.
15,000.

Total $ 257,841,00

2) Section 17

16 Picnicking Sites
15 Concrete Picnic Tables
16 Fire-rings
B lYash Cans
1 Vault Tlpe Restroon

52 Frimitive Carnping Sites
52 Nnnbered l,'Icbd Fosts
52 Fire-rings
26 Trash Cans

1, 800 LF of l,rlaterline
I l,rlater Hydrant

48,000 LF of Hiking Trails
1-6' Footbridge

000
400
104
000

B

2

15,

00
00
00
00

s20.00
7, 800.00

338.00

9, 000.00
200.00

000.00
180.00

52

96,



Barriers
6,000 LF of Fence (4 barbed wire)
227.5 HRS of Boulder Placsnent

I InformaLional Sign
4 Directional Signs
20,010 SF Seeding
33,600 LF of Gravel P6s6 (2-waY)
4,200 LF of Asphal.t Road (2-waY)
Archaeological SurveY

4
11

1

69
84

3

3

$ 00
00
00
00
00
00
00
00

800
37s
500

80
276
600
000
000

Total $ 614,173.00

3) C'ranire Springs Reservoir

a) North Strore

46 Picnicking Sites
46 Concrete Picnic Tables
46 Fire-rings
23 T?ash Cans
4 Vault Tlpe Restrocms

2 Group Picnicking Sites
4 l,r]ood tricnic Tables
2 Fire-rings
4 TLash Cans
2 Shelte:s
2 Fhish Tlpe Restrocrns

Gravel Parking Areas
2-70 Car PJrkine Areas (100' x 200' @)

L-6 Cax Parking-Area (60' x 120')

5, 700 LF of \,rlaterline
20 Water Hydrants

Barrier
1,800 l,F of Fence (4 barbed wire) 1 ,440.00

120.00
216.00

30, 000.00
30,000.00
94,050.00
36. 000.00

Sub-Tota1 $ 496' 877.00

23,000" 00
6,900.00

299.00
60, 000.00

00
00
00
00
00

00
00

00
00

800.
300.

52.
40,000.
94,000.

40,000"
7,200.

28,500.
4,000.

6 Directional Signs
15,690 SL" Seeding
2 Playgrounds (small)
ConcreEe Boat Ranp (200')
8,550 LF of Gravel Road (2-uaY)
1,800 I-F of Asphalt ncrad (Z--vay)

?.

!

l,--"
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b) South Srore

3 Picnicking Sites
3 Concrete Ficnic Tables
3 Fire-rings
1 T?ash Can
1 Vault $pe ResLroon

49 (hrping Sites
49 Concrete Picnlc Tables
49 Fire-rings
49 Tent Pads (24' x 24' @)

2I T?ash Cans
2 Vault Tlpe Restrodns

1 Group Canping Site
2 l,rlood Picnic Tables
2 Fire-rings
2 Tent Pads (30' x 30' G)
2 T?ash Can-s
1 Shelter
3 Flush Tlpe Restroqns

Gravel Parking Areas
I-ZA Car Parking Area
2-5 Car Parking Areas

10,200 LF of Intraterline
13 [,riater Hydrants

$ 1,500.00
4s0.00
13.00

5, 000.001

24
7,

28,

500" 00
350.00
224.00
273.00
000.0030,

(200' x 400')
(50' x 100' @)

400.00
300.00

I,800.00
26.00

20,000.00
126,000.00

80,000.00
10,000.00

160.00
200.00

45, 000.00
57, 750.00

138,000.00

00
00

00
00

000
600

000
500

51
2_

4
Barriers
5,000 LF of Fence (4 barbed wire)
I Gate (20')

B Directional Signs
14,490 SF of Seeding
3 Playgrounds
5,254 LF of Gtavel Road (2-vray)
6,900 LF of Asphalt Road (2-way)

Archery Range
3 Warning Signs (1' x 2.' @)

1 Directional Sign (4'x 6')
60.00

24A.00

Sub-Total $ 645,346.00

4) Crystal Iake Reservoir

a) North Shore

38 Picnicking Sites
38 Concrete Picnic Tables
38 Fire-rings
19 T?ash Cans
3 Vault Tlrpe Restrouls

19
5

,000.00
, 700.00
247.00

,000.00

54
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11 Canping Sites
11 Concrete Ficnic Tables
11 Fire-rings
11 Tent Pads (24' x 24' @)

6 Trash Cans

$ 5,500.00
1,650.00
6,336. 00

78.00

14,400.00

2,880,00
1,475" 00

GYavel Parking Areas
2-6 Car Parking Areas (60' x 120' @)

5,400 LF of Waterline
12 Water llydrants
2 Water l,b11s and fuiips (300' @)

6,300 LF of Hiking Tkails
2-6' Footbridges

Barriers
3,600 lJ' of Fence (4 barbed vdre)
29.5 ]{RS of Boulder Placernent

4 Directional Signs
27,600 SF of Seeding
2,850 LF of Gtavel Road (2-mY)
3,600 LF of Asphalt Pesd (2*wa|)

27
)

18,

12

00
00
00

00
00

000
400
600

600
360

Sub*Total $

00
00
00

80
380
35031,

72,000.00
z,T7;tr56r,0

:

L

:

I

:

,--

i

L,

b) South Shore

8 Picnicking Sites
B Concrete Picnic Tables
B Fire-rings
4 Trash Cans
2 Vault Tlrpe ResLrocr.ns

10 Camping Sites
10 Concrete Picnic Tables
10 Fire-rings
10 'Ient Pads (24' x 24')
5 T?ash Cans

Barriers
1,600 LF of Fence (4 barbed wire)

4 Directional Signs
6,510 SF of Seeding
1 Playground (sma11)
2,400 LF of Gravel Road (Z--iuaty)

5,100 LF of Asphalt Road (z-way)

Gravel Parking Areas
2-I0 Car raiking Areas (100' x 200' @)

3,900 LF Waterline
4 lliater HYdrants
1 Water l''b11 and Rrirp (300')

4,000"00
1,200.00

52.00
30,000.00

40,000" 00

19 ,500.00
800.00

9,300.00

1, 280.00

5
1

5

80
90

000
400

15,
26,

00
00
00
00

000
500
760

65

00
00
00
00

102,000.00
262finm

55
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CUR'| GO,^IDY STATE PAzu<

Estiinated Lbvelopnient Cost Totals l>y Area 1982

Direct C,ost Total Cost

1)

2)

3)

P. ark Headqrrarters/ltynds lndge

Section 17

Granire Springs Reser:vr-rir

N:rtJr Shore
South Shore

4) Crystal Lake Reservoir

t{ortl:r Sirore
South Shore

Total 1982 Cost

$ 257,847.00

$ 614,173.00

$ 485,877.A0
645 345.00

267,036.00
262,027.0A

) 257,84r.A0

614, 173. 00

$ 1,132,223.00

529 063.00

$ 2,533,300" o0

317, 660.00

756,66L.A0

7,394,899"00

651, 806. 00

$ 3, L2r,026.00 (A)

1982 Direct C.ost, Wy 1982
I27, Inflation (B)

102 Isndscape Architecht

TOTAL COST DECM4BER, 1982

$

$
$

1)

2)

3)

4)

CURT GOdDY STATE PARK

Total Estimated Developnrent Cost for 1982

Park lleadquar:ters/ltyrrds T.odge $ 257 ,841.00

Section 17 614,173.00

Grarrite Springs Reservoir I,132,223.00

Crystal la.ke Reservoir 52"9 063.00

Total 1982 Cosc $ 2,533,300.00

$ 2,533,300.00
303,996.00

$ 2, g37 ,296.0A
283 730.00

$

(A)

$ 3, r2r,026.AA

Include Direct Cost, Inflation, Frofit, Survey Costs and Landscape
Archicect Fees

(B) Estiinated Inflation, I&y, 1982, to Decenber, 79Bz
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Development Areas:

A. GAT{ITE SPRII{GS RESERVOIR

PHASING COS'IS

Phase I (1984-86)

Picnic and Canp Sites
Playgrotrnds
thstructure Ballfie1d/Play Area
Restrocms
Re-Vegetation
Water
Boat Rarp
Archery Range

I
2
3
4
5
6
7
B

B. CRYSTAL RESER\ICIR

Fence Around Dam

\rlater
Access Road
Re-Vegetation
Restro(rns

PARK HEADOUARTERS - I{YNDS ICIDGE

$ 975,017.00

$ 139,153.00

$ 318,121.00

$ rsr ,476.00

TUrAL $1,583,767.00

437" of Total Park 0ost

1
2
3
4
5

C

D.

f . i{ew Entrance

SBCTION 17

I
2

T?ail Systan
Access to Ttails

l_-

I

L-

I

1

t.,,

I

i
L-

i
I

IL-
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PHASING COSTS

Phase II (1986-88)

Developnrent Areas:

A. ffiANIlE SPRII{GS RESERVOIR

B.

D

I
2
3

1. Road Improvsnent

CRYSTAL RESRVOIR

$ 231,1B7.oo

$ 410,277.77

$ 644,215.00

TUrAL $1,291,679.00

35"/, of ToLal Park Cost

Picnic Sites
Carp Sites
Road Inrprovsnents

PARK HEADQUARIERS - HYNDS IODGE

1. lb Improvsnents

SECTION 17

Carnp Sites
Picnic Sites
trrlater
Restroons
New Road

-0-

1
2
3
4
5
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PHASING COSTS

Phase III (1988-90)

Developnent Areas:

A. SIANITE SPRII{GS RESER\XOIR

iulain Road Rernoval
Road Paving
Signing

B. CRYSTAL RESERVOIR

1. Road Paving

C. PARK HEADQUAR]ERS - HYT{DS I.ODGE

1
2
3

D

1. &nphithearer

SECTIOI{ 17

$ 315,375.00

$ 315,120.00

$ 27,150.00

154 899.00

Road Paving
Fee Collection SYstent
Inforrnation Signs SYsterI

l{rrAJ, $ 812,5t&.O0

227" of Total Park Cost

toLal Project Cost $3,687,990.00

*Mjusted for L27 yearly inflation rate over enti-re project length.
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Developnent Area

DEVET.OFI',1ENT PHASING AND RATIOI{ALE

Phase I Priority Rationale

Granite Reservoir

1)
2)
3)
4)
5)
6)
7)
B)
9)

10)
11)

Crystal Reservoir

1) Dan
2) hbter
3) Access Road
4) Re-vegetation
5) Restrocrns

Park lleadquarters and Hyrds lodge

1) New Eatrance Road

Section 17

1) TYail Systqn
2) Access to Trails

Picnic Sites
C,ernp Sites
Boat Ranp
Playground Area
I,tuter l&l1s
Re-vegetati.on
Restrocrns
Archery Range
North Access Road
iJnstructured bal lfield/play area
Off-Road Driving

Gra:rite Reservoir r,uas deterntined
to have the greatest need for
develognent and improvanent dr-ie

to thahigh recreational use of
the area and ttre nnjor cost of
proposed inprovelents. Flcisting
canping and picnicking sites
need to be irnproved, and new
sites constructed. Inlells for
I,Eter should be dri11ed, and
restrosrs relocated to acccnrnrdate
these sites" The boat ranP
must be replaced and exLended,
playgroi.rnds relocated aird an un-
itructr:red ccmnbination bal lf LeLd/
play area developed. Re-vegetation
will enhance the scenery, and re-
duce off-road driving. Signing
and fencing around lhe archery
range should help prevent accidents
and increase use of the area.

iirsafe conditions necessitate
resLricting access to the CkIstal
Reservoir dant. Relocation of
restrocrns and the addition of
water sources ate needed to accan-
nndate futr:re ocPansion. Re-vege*
tation will increase the visual
aesthetics of the area and reduce
off-road driving bY better delin-
eating designated roads. An

agresrcnt should be reached beboeen
tfie l^Soming Recreation Ccnrnlssion
and the T,aianie County Road and
Bridge Departrnent for maintenance
and improvenent of the Gran:ite/
C?ystal road.

The new enLrance road will imProve
access to Park lleadquarters, ql€r-
gency facilities, and dunp station.
ft viiff also improve surveillance
for users of the l{ynds lodge area.

A foot trail- systen will be devel-
oped in Section 17, in order to
open the area Lo visitors driLe
stitt protecting the naf-ural
integrity of the site. Access
will-be provided by a fence stile
vfrrich will prevent vehicular
access onto the site.

1984-1986
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P.lral,;e II Prioriiy Rational.e
Develo t Area

GraniLe Reservoir

1) Road ImProvtYnent

Crystal Reservoir

1) Picnic Sites
Z) CanP Sites
3) Road lrnPr:ovs.nents

Park ldeadql-larters and Hynds Indge

Secti:n 17

Ttre nnin road t1-rrouggh tlrr.r

park wi-.1-1 be wldened and
graded F.o accornncdate Paving'

ft<isting picnicking and
canping sites will be re-
structured and rehabili-
tated, and new sires will
also be develoPed, Ttre

rnain road will be widened
and graded to acccrrrnodate
paving.

l{c develognent or imProve*
irrerrts are scheduied in
Phase T-I.

Picnic sites and primitivr:
campsites wilt be cotr-
structed to helP rPst rj-Ie

iLrcreasing dernand. A
sravel road will be con-
ltructed along the eastern
border of Section L7,
direcrly across frcrn Park
headcuarters.'rdater sources
and sanitation facj-lities
will be prwided for Pic-
nickers and canPers.

1986-1988

1)
2.)

3)
4)
5)

Canp Sites
Picnic Sites
l{ater
Restrocrns
Road

Phase III Priority Rationale
Devel oinent Area

Grarrite Reservoir Once the new access rcad
through Section 17 is
openeC, the old access r'rad
into Granite Reservoir
will be closed and renoved.
The rnajor road c'lrrouglr the
park wj-ll then be PaveLl''Siens wj.l.l be installed Eo

orovirle direction to i-trter:-
bretirte infonnation.

The onlv develomlent in the
third pFtase wili be the
paving- of tlre rnajor road
through the area.

A snrall. anPhitheater
will be consttucted frcn
native rnaterials for use
by campers and visitors.

Road Paving
Road Renoval
Signage

Crystal Reservoir

1) Road Paving

Park llea<lquarters and Hynds Lodge

1) AnrPhitheater

1)
?\
3)

19 BB- 1990
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Phase IlI Priority RationaleDevelorxnent AreaFl

R

Section 17

1) Road Pardng
2) Fee Collection SYsten
3) Infornration SYsten

The new aceess road
througfi the area will be
oaved- and informational'"ig* and a fee collection
Uoi witl be located at
the park entrance.
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SECTION 17
CORRIDOR OF PROPOSED ENTRANCE ROAD
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SECTION 17 w
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CORRIDOR OF PROPOSED -ENTRANCE 
ROAD
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APPE\IDIX A

':
PUBLIC }4BETING

A public neeting r,ms hel.J in Cheyenne on }4arch 22, \98?. Fu fotryuse-of this
rn"bting was to Sbt"irt guidance in the developnelt of Lhe plan and to-identify
iaciiiEy needs. A varlety of facilicy needs-and concerns \dere identified al:
iir* t*.Ling by ttre generai public. These suggestions and concerns included:

:k Roacl ImpJgyqlglfqq. The nnin entrance toad into the park should
be repaved.

.L Law Enforcenent.
@.

Inadequate law enforcsnent \'ras identified as

:k PlaylBall Field. The lack of a designaterl area for groups to
nLzc.d games r,ms identified.pafticipate in orga

Arcl-rery Range. I,brning signs and an additional restrocrn facility
For-ffi affiery range rnds identified as a problorr. A msnber frcrn
a Oreyenne 

"r"irery 
6trrl pointed out that varning signs and another

restrb<rn facility on the course are needed.

-t-

-l-

Roar1s. The need to close and revegetaEe roads created
use of the resource was a ma.jor concern.

Restrictions. It restriction be
on and Fish Deparhnent

due to the srnall size and there"

Russian Ttristle. Concerns vere expressed regarding the lack of a
;ecotrizefi \,neea control program within the park; specifically for
the noxious r,eed, Rr:ssian thistle.
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APPTII'IDIX B

Granite Reservoir

(Acres)
Area

(AF)
ihpacity

(t-r)
Elevation

7LIz
71ls
7r20
7125
7 130
7r35
7I4A
7r45
7150
7I55
7160
7165
7170
7175
7180
7L85
7r90

0
2
4
5
7

I4
35
46
60
69
84

100
113
r31
r49
r69
188

Crystal T,ake Reservoir

(Acres)
Area

0
2

30
40
50

115
240
420
740

1150
r470
1930
2500
3100
3800
4550
532r

(!T)
Elevation

(AF)
Capacity

6BB8
6890
6900
69t0
69?-0
6930
6940
6950
695/+

50

0
5

17
34

70
87

109
r22

0
3

120
380
800

1360
2180
3150
3620



5500
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.1500
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3500
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APPENDIX C

Crystal Lake Reservoir
lend of month storagol

1961 1962
y9aI

rcrr ft. O

1969 t9o4 ,9F5 r966 i:167 1968 1969 1g70 1971 1972 1973 197/1 1975 1976
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ArrENLrrr, C

Granite Springs Reservoir
lcnd ot month etoregcl
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r:APPEI{DIX E

I'HREE DIMENSIOML PMSPECTI\ES OF rcRTIONS Ob- CURT GO,/DY S'lAIFl PARK

The following fiElps vpre generated by tle ccrnputer to show topograpiric relief in
three djmensions. The rnajor portion of thismfpRina project- involved ti"re develtlp-

ment of perspe;tive Trltps for ttre cottiJot of ;hb'prSpbseA entrance road ttrrough

secrion 17. tnuHp" i*r"-"".d u;-;-t;"l in locatin! rhe besr roure for ttre ne'

entrance road. Several perspecti;e lnaps vere also developed for the' archery range

*itfti"-ttto park.

The input data for the perspective -maps of section 17 consistecl of a nratrix of
1g50 individr.ral i"i"t" i7a ioru "ia 

i\ colunns). The elevation data were obtained

frun a topographic nrap of Section iZ-aepicLing tvn foot contour intervals at a

scale of one i""il-.qh"-roo-i".i.- tt-,ib nratrrx cortesponds. to a recLangle of
3650 feet rorrg uv rioo-r""t wide-iocated along the nortrreastern edge of section

17. Elevarions i*;;";.;;;;J-;;.;y-t0-f";i. "T*t perspecrive rnaps of tl'* corri-
dor of ttre proposed enLranc" to"J-i*ie produced, onb loi:king to the north' one

io ttre soutir, bne to the east, and one to tlre \'iest'

The input clata for the perspective r"naps of t^archery range consisted of a rnatr:ix

of 8l in<lividual elevatiot poi"i"-(g i'"t" and -9 colun'irs) o6rained frcrn the l-hited

Srares Geological Survey llecla ilS'*i"tiu ,pagr""g1e (scale ; one inch equals 2000

feer; contour inl.ivar '- 20 feeri: TJ'tit dgl" c6rresponcls to a 2000 foot by 2000

foot sgrare wirh elevation" r""otAua-."uty 250 feet. 
*six 

perspective lnaps of ttre

"i"h"ry 
range r,ere producerl frcrn various directions '

In orfler to better distinguish betveen steeply sloping aleas, and rrcr:e gently

sloping areas, itr" ".itic!l 
relief of both 

^sets of'mafs has been exeggerated' Ver-

tical relief is-Jepicted three times greater ttr'an it actually is'

Both sets of perspective maps vere develo_ped tlrrough use of the PERSPCT corrputer

mapping progron-i;,-cooperario" J.rn-ir-t 
-cbogtaphy beparfinenr at Ehe university r:f

\,{yoming in Laran-ie.

Exanples of ttre three dimensional topograph,rcal perspectivg toap" have been in-
cluded in rhese "pp""ai*;.--Tr1;tt]*';;tr'show -tir9 nlgnosed road rtrrough section

17 fron the east iboking r,,est and frcr,n the south looking north'
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APPEMIX D

Wel'1s

C\:rt ters #1 (N[*, SEk; SWa, Sl%; SE%, Snk of Section 8)

1. Used for headquarters building, recreational drinking water and to
supply recreatir:n vehicles at tvn hydrants and shop.

2. Al.so used for five npbile hcrne lots, tvlo hydrants and shop.

Well Depth - 4T,feet 
., ,

Callons Per Minute - 25

tl4r<]e-l,odre- ifl OI^i%, SFZ of Section 8)

1" Used for restrr:crns and drinking water at Hynds lodge.

Well Depth - 50 feet

C"allons Per Minute - 25

tlcrch #1 (N,,ia, SEt of Section 16)

1. hiater is trsed for recreational Frrposes in the park by means of
a hand pufip.

Well Depth - 114 feet

Gallons Per Minute - 25

Gowdy #1 (Nl^/t, S,ft of Section 22)

1. Water is used for recreaLional purposes in the park by means of
a hand punp

liel1 Depth - 140 feet

Gallons Per Minute - 2A

Hvnds #1 NFA, SSa of Section 8) Non-Operational

I,rlell Depth - 40 feet

C'allons Per Minute - 25

Govdy i{orth #2 (NI^l%, SEfu of Section 16) Non-Qerational

Well Depth - 100 feet

C"allons Per Minute - 75


