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Medicine Lodge State Archaeological Site is administered by 
the Division of State Parks, Historic Sites and Trails; Wyoming 

Department of State Parks and Cultural Resources. 

Discover why people have been 
returning here for 10,000 years.  

Come slow down and relax,  
or speed up and explore.

For permit, fee and amenity information for 
Wyoming State Parks and Historic Sites, or to 
make a reservation, please visit Wyoparks.org or 
call 307-777-6323. Many Wyoming State Parks 
offer electrical hookups, shelters, yurts and even a 
treehouse (Keyhole) at additional cost.

 

A complete list of rules and regulations is  
available at the park office.
•	 Camping is permitted only in designated 

campsites and is restricted to one camping  
unit (tent, travel trailer or motor vehicle 
designed for camping) plus two licensed 
vehicles.

•	 Camping is permitted for a maximum of  
14 consecutive days.  Valid camping permits 
are required per vehicle.

•	 Glass beverage containers are prohibited 
outside of camping units.

•	 Digging or leveling of ground is prohibited.
•	 Fires are permitted in provided fire pits/grills 

and must be extinguished before leaving.
•	 Discharging firearms or other projectile  

devices is prohibited within the park.
•	 All pets must be on a leash.
•	 Quiet shall be maintained from 10 p.m.  

to 6 a.m.
•	 The destruction, injury, defacement, removal  

or disturbance in any manner of any soil, 
rock or mineral formation, artifact, historic or 
prehistoric feature is strictly prohibited.

More than 10,000 years of rich cultural history 
thrives at Medicine Lodge amongst the endless 
outdoor recreation opportunities. Wildlife 
viewing and opportunities for adventure are 
amongst the best in the state.

Archaeological Discovery: View hundreds 
of prehistoric petroglyphs and pictographs 
along a 750 foot long sandstone cliff.  
Archaeological digs have revealed 10,000 years 
of human occupation at the site.  Artifacts are 
on display in the Site History Center.

Trails: Hiking, biking, horseback, & ATV trails; 
we’ve got it covered.  Medicine Lodge is the 
ultimate trailhead for exploring your favorite 
type of trail.  Enjoy access to hundreds of miles 
of both non-motorized and multi-use trails.  
Public horse corrals are first-come, first-serve.

Fishing: Whether you favor traditional tackle 
or fly gear, Medicine Lodge offers miles of prime 
angling access.  Brown trout are abundant in 
Medicine Lodge Creek and nearby streams 
produce both rainbows and brook trout.   
 
Exploration: From cactus to alpine lakes, 
explore the five distinct vegetative zones  
within a 12-mile radius.  Nearby dinosaur 
tracks, disappearing streams, tipi-rings, rock 
arches and abundant wildlife await your 
adventurous spirit.

 SITE FEES & PERMITS

 SITE RULES

Medicine Lodge is located on the western slope 
of the Big Horn Mountains in northern Wyo-
ming. Take Highway 16/20 to Manderson and 
turn onto State Route 31. Travel 21 miles to Cold 
Springs Road, then County Road 52 and follow 
the signs to the park. From Tensleep, take the 
lower Nowood road to Hyattville, and then fol-
low Cold Springs Road to County road 52.

The Medicine Lodge Group Area can be 
reserved year-round for group camping, 
picnics, family reunions, and other special 
events.  Guided archaeological tours of the site 
occur regularly throughout the summer.  For 
reservations, or more information call park 
headquarters:  (307) 469-2234

The area which is now Medicine Lodge State 
Archaeological Site has been continuously 
occupied for more than 10,000 years.  
Homesteaded in 1884 by Byron F. Wickwire, 
Medicine Lodge was originally a working cattle 
ranch.  The ranch was purchased in 1972 by the 
Wyoming Game and Fish Department which 
created the 12,000 acre Medicine Lodge Wildlife 
Habitat Area.  

In 1973, a portion of the habitat management 
area was developed into Medicine Lodge State 
Archaeological Site where cultural history and 
recreational access continues today.
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